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St. Patrick's Anniversary Picnic was on May 21st after the 10:30 a.m. service.  It was St. 
Patrick’s 26th anniversary.  The church family had an outdoor service and even the 
weather cooperated so nicely.  Games after the wonderful feast with barbecue, so many 
dishes and desserts were so much fun.  Running with one leg (preferably one with 

arthritis) of each person into a pillowcase, 
Hula-Hoop and Running with egg on spoon in 
the mouth made parishioners laugh out loud 
and promoted camaraderie with fellow 
members in the same team.  Parishioners had 
fun like 26 year-old youngsters.   

Kudos to Parish Life Ministry and everyone 
who contributed for organizing and preparing 
for the event!                                             
  
    <Julie Noh-Smith> 
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Special Cake for the 26th Birthday

If you’ve recently taken stroll over to the labyrinth to meditate or to enjoy 
the beauty of the area, you may have 
seen a new feature in the vicinity. A new 
nature trail winds off the sidewalk leading 
to the Labyrinth and into the wooded 
area behind the church.    

St. Patrick’s is the recipient of a Boy 
Scout Eagle Service Project led by Jacob 
Walker of BSA Troop 157.  Jacob is a 
fellow scout with one of own youth at St. 
Patrick’s Church,  Matthew Colvin.   
Along the nature trail’s path, you will find 
birdhouses and marker plaques that 
identify some of the indigenous flora.  

The trail has become a hit with the 
Preschool classes as they utilize the trail 

during their daily outdoor routine.  Next time you find yourself out back in 
the church property, follow the trail and take a walk into the woods.  What 
a wonderful way to connect with God’s wonders found outside we so often 
overlook.      

         <Bob Smith>   

Walking Trail in the Woods 
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Mothers Day 
Celebration  

On May 14th,the children’s group had a small 
Mothers Day brunch. About 8 families 
participated in the mini brunch. A lovely fruit 
salad, scrambled eggs and a variety of 
pastries were served. This marked the last 
children's Formation class though we will 
offer childcare throughout the summer.  
  

Hmm…who cooked 
the scrambled 
eggs?  
 <Mark 

Fowler>  

	

St. Patrick’s 
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Please look up when you leave the sanctuary after 
the service.  You are walking into the Mission Field. 

Mission Wall represents what we are committed to 
and who we are.

Interior Design Team  
Brings a New Look to  

Our Mission 

Do You See the Difference?  

Small things make a big difference.  As an effort to 
save money, left-over stain was used for the newly 
installed gate for the storage.  It stood out, almost 
too much!  
Charlotte Lafon gave the door a fresh coat of paint.   
Ta da!  It blends nicely.  A whole new look! 

Folwer>
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Spring Cleaning Day 
Building and Grounds ministry held a property clean up day on Saturday, April 29th from 
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Many volunteers turned up and our church got a very nice Spring 
clean!  

Projects included: pruning, window washing, light pressure washing, painting project for 
exterior Choir door and utility gate doors. Also, some caulking and installation of new 
water coolers. We captured some scenes in action in the pictures.    <John Syme>  
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Building and Grounds Vestry 

Ministry Leader Bob Smith 

stands tall for St. Patrick’s!


Charley Patterson multitasks: 
on the phone while supervising.
“Do you know where the plumbing 

plans are for this building?”


David Yager lovingly tends each rose bush for blooms of welcome to all at St. Patrick’s.


Outreach Vestry Ministry Leader 
Charlotte Lafon prepares to 
reach out with a paint brush.


Buster running the perimeter to 

keep workday workers safe 
from squirrels.


Buster says, “You missed a spot.”


St. Patrick’s Spring Cleaning Day 
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 “Eat, Pray, Love”  
There is a wonderful book titled Eat, Pray, Love. I want to 
invite you to fast, pray, and love by advocating for those 
who have no one to advocate for them. 

On May 21, I am going to join with Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, and many of our ecumenical friends, in fasting 
for the day, and beginning a fast on the 21st of every 
month, continuing until the end of the year 2018.   

Here is the reason for that fast: That time of the month 
around the 21st of every month, is a very difficult time for 
people who are on public assistance and have received 
their assistance earlier in the month. So we will fast and 
pray that our government and our leaders will find a way 
to do what is just and kind and compassionate in the best 
of the American spirit. 

In the Bible, there is a story about Esther.  When the 
people of God found themselves in some tough times, Esther rose up and accepted the 
challenge at some risk to herself. At a moment of decision when she was wondering whether or 
not she should enter into the work to save her people, someone named Mordecai sent her a 
word, “Perhaps Esther, you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this.”  

Maybe we are Esther. Perhaps we who are Christians and people of faith and goodwill have 
come to the kingdom for such a time as this, to help our country make sure that no child goes to 
bed hungry.  

Episcopal Church Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry

Jayne Sprinkle  

Music Director Jayne Sprinkle, whose “day job” is as a school counselor at N.B. Mills Elementary School in 
Statesville, has been awarded the top title of Student Support Personnel for 2017-18 
of the Iredell-Statesville School District.

“Her vision is one with the rest of NB Mills' leadership team -- 
maintaining high behavior expectations. Jayne is the one who is disaggregating 
data, identifying students' needs, and aligning interventions… to use with 
students who are struggling. We have experienced a decrease in our discipline 
from last year,” N.B. Mills Elementary School Principal Kim Mitchell said of 
Jayne, who is in her second year at the school.

 “Jayne organizes volunteers, coaches teachers on interventions, checks in daily 
with students who need that support, assists in conducting district and state 
testing, and ensures that students' well-being and needs are addressed,” said 
Mitchell. “With this award, Jayne represents the whole Iredell-Statesville 
School District for all student support services. N.B. Mills is very proud of her.”

So are we. Congratulations, Jayne!             <John Syme>


< Extracted from Bishop Curry’s letter on May 18, 2017 >< Extracted from Bishop Curry’s letter on May 18, 2017 >
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Icon of St. Patrick, Our Patron Saint  

The raised outer border on the icon represents the material world, 
while the inner area symbolizes the dwelling place of God’s presence. 
The halo on the figure is made of two layers. The clay layer represents 
our humanity, while the gold leave symbolizes our divinity. The gold is 
applied by breathing onto the clay, just as God breathed life into 
human beings. The completed halo represents the union of the human 
and the divine. A thin red line around the halo symbolizes the 
beginning of following the Way of Christ.  

Once the halo is completed the paint is applied in layers from darker to 
lighter. The first layers represent the swirling chaos over which God 
moved in creation. The dark lines around the paint are symbolic of God bringing order. 
As layers of lighter colors are added, it represents the transforming light of Christ 
coming into the world. Light and shadow are not shown as they are in secular art where 
there is an assumed external light source. In icons, light spills out of the eyes and face 
of the transformed figure.  

Since the last issue of the Unity in Diversity, there has been significant progress with our 
icon:                                                                              <The Rev. Sally Brower> 
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Step 7: 24 k gold is attached to the polished clay 
underlayment.  By breathing a deep, moist breath 
(symbolizing the breath of the Holy Spirit) then 
placing the gold leaf on the moist surface, the gold 
becomes one with the clay, symbolizing the union of 
God and man.  At this stage of the icon, the gold work 
has taken about 60 hours.  The gold has a mirror 
finish with the burnishing of the gold forming subtle 
rays from the halo through the background. 

Step 8:  The red circle around the halo 
represents our new creation, the new 
Adam.  It is the alpha line, the beginning of 
the icon.  The white on the outside of the 
red line is the white gesso of the board. 
 When the icon is finished, a pure white 
line will go here next to the red line. 
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Step 9: To protect the gold while painting, a shield was made out 
of foam core and covered with flannel.  Then the edges in 1” 
sections were marked off for 
parishioners to paint, but the upper 
part was pained by the iconographer. 
  To make the paint with the red clay 
from the church grounds, the big 
pieces were strained out then just 
the finest particles were kept. Then 
the particles were mixed with 
ModPodge to make the beautiful red/
brown textured paint.  Now the 
iconographer is ready to truly start 

Step 10: The rough first layer of paint for the face 
and hands, known as “roshkrish”, will gradually have 
lighter colors on top, but the dark olive green paint, 
“sankir”, will remain as shadows.  The paint particles 
have settled in a mottled pattern known as “chaos", 
representing the state of the world before God 
entered into human history. 

Step 11: Color appears for the first time in the dark, 
rough layer known as “Roshkrish”.  The stole will 
eventually be almost white, but the burnt sienna and 
purple colors will show as shadows.  Done with the 
“chaos” technique with pigments settling randomly, this 
symbolizes life before knowing God’s grace. 

Step 12: These dark colors, “roshkrish”, are the 
foundation for all the later colors.  Notice that the 
white of the gesso board is still somewhat visible. 
 Soon black lines will tame the chaos of the 
darkness. 

You will see our parishioners painting the icon in the next 
issue of Unity in Diversity.


