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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT                                                                        March 26, 2017 

Holy Eucharist           

Service is according to sanctioned liturgies of the Book of Common Prayer and Enriching Our Worship. 

Liturgy of the Word 

All remain standing as the Presider begins with the Penitential Order. 

  Blessed be the God of our salvation:  
People Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.  

The Presider continues. 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only 
Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is 
no other commandment greater than these.”    Mark 12:29-31 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

A period of silence is observed for personal confession. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 

The Presider pronounces absolution. 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One. 
Have mercy upon us. 



Collect of the Day 

Presider God be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Presider Let us pray.  

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from  
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you,  
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will  
show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.”  
Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city  
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I  
have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the  
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When  
they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the  
Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of  
his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they  
look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called  
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this  
one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this  
one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The  
Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And  
he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said  
to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and  
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord  
said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and  
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily  
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God.  



The Response   Psalm 23 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; 
           I shall not be in want. 
  
2. He makes me lie down in green pastures  
          and leads me beside still waters. 
  
3. He revives my soul 
           and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 
  
4. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
           for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
  
5. You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 
           you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
  
6. Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
           and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Second Reading  Ephesians 5:8-14 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—for  
the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is  
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose  
them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything  
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.  
People Thanks be to God.  



Holy Gospel                                                                                               John 9:1-41 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

As Jesus walked along, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him,  
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered,  
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be  
 revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is  
coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  
When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread  
the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which  
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and  
those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to  
sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone  
like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were  
your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my  
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my  
sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the  
Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus  
made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had  
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I  
see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the  
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And  
they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It  
was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he  
had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who  
had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?  
How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and  
that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know  
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said  
this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone  
who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his  
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had  
been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.”  
He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I  
was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your  
eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do  
you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled  
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has  
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man  
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet  
he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one  



who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that  
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could  
do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to  
teach us?” And they drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when  
he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is  
he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him,  
and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him.  
Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see,  
and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and  
said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind,  
you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Sermon                                     The Reverend Dr. Sally Sally M. Brower, Assisting Rector 

A period of silence may follow the sermon 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 
Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

God of wholeness and light, you have called us and made us children of light, hear us as we pray 
for all of your creation saying, Lord, have mercy. 

For the Church: especially for Michael our Presiding Bishop, Ann our Bishop, Sam our Bishop 
Elect, Cynthia our Interim Rector, Sally our Assisting Priest, and for all people in their ministries 
that we may do the works of God while it is day, bringing your light and hope to the world, we 
pray to you, O Lord.   
Lord, have mercy. 



For this parish family, that our Lenten observances may wake us from sleep and fill us with light 
to bring forth all that is good and right and true, we pray to you, O Lord.    
Lord, have mercy. 

For peace in Syria, Afghanistan, and all troubled areas of the world, that the Spirit of God will 
touch hearts and change minds to bring us to a sabbath of healing and a season of peace, we pray 
to you, O Lord.   
Lord, have mercy. 

For all those who seek to draw near to the light of faith, that Christ will bring them to see and 
know his healing love, we pray to you, O Lord.   
Lord, have mercy. 

For all who suffer from the blindness of prejudice, for those whose lives are darkened by 
addictions and abuse, and for those in need of our prayers, remembering especially the sick and 
suffering… 

Are there others for whom you wish to pray?  

May their hearts and souls may be revived by the Lord who is their shepherd, we pray to you, O 
Lord.   
Lord, have mercy. 

For all those who have died, especially the victims of starvation and violence. 

Are there others for whom you wish to pray?  

May they may dwell in the house of the Lord for ever, we pray to you, O Lord.    
Lord, have mercy. 

For our Search Team as they develop answers for the Office of Transition Ministry essays and 
Parish Profile.  With the guidance of your Holy Spirit, may we recognize the glory of our past, 
the joy of our present, and the expectation of your Vision for our future as servant ministers to 
your creation.  So too do we pray for that priest who is seeking a congregation to share their gifts 
in ministry with us.  We pray to the Lord.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Accept, O Lord, our prayer and praise for all that you have done for us.  We thank you for the 
splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life and for the 
mystery of love. 

We remember in thanksgiving the birthdays of…… 
  
Are there other thanksgivings to offer to our gracious and generous God?   
  
We pray to you, O Lord,   
Lord, hear our prayer. 



In the communion of blessed Mary the God-bearer, of blessed Paul and Patrick and all the saints, 
let us commend ourselves, and one another, to Christ our God.   
To you, O Lord our God.   

Presider:  Blessed are you, God of Samuel and David, who gives light to the world. Receive the 
prayers we offer this day for those in need and anoint the head of all who come into your 
presence, through Jesus Christ your anointed One, in the power of the Holy Spirit, for you live 
and reign, One God, for evermore.   AMEN. 

Peace 

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.  
People And also with you.  

Announcements 

Liturgy of the Table - Holy Communion 
Offertory Sentences 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine,  
and money or other gifts, to the Presider.  

The people stand while the offerings are presented at the Altar. 

Great Thanksgiving     The people remain standing. 

Presider The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Presider Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and 
fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with 
your constant love; You have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. 
Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as together we say: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 



Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our 
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.  

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see 
your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one 
another, and rejected your love.  

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 
salvation. 

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. 
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
and life. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is 
my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of 
your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may 
praise your Name for ever.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread      A period of silence is kept. 

Presider: The bread which we break is a sharing in the Body of Christ. 
People:  We being many  

are one bread, one body,  
for we all share in the one bread. 

Presider:   The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

After Communion, the Presider says    

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, 
 you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
You have united us with Christ and one another; 
And you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Dismissal 

 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT PATRICK’S 
 Sunday, March 26 11:40 a.m. Vestry Forum   Sanctuary 
    Noon  Lenten Series   Sanctuary 
 Monday, March 27 6:30 p.m. EfM    Youth Room 
    6:30 p.m. Vestry Meeting   Library 
 Tuesday, March 28 6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
    7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal   Choir Room 
 Wednesday, March 29 9:00 a.m. Midweek Eucharist  Sanctuary 
    11:40 a.m. Preschool Chapel   Sanctuary 
    5:30 p.m. Meditation Class   Sanctuary 
 Thursday, March 30 6:30 p.m. Financial Peace University  Sanctuary 



Welcome to Our Visitors and Newcomers  
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and 
service. We are here to deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live 
our lives more fully and compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of 
our worship, most importantly by sharing with us in our common meal at God’s Table.  

Regarding communion, please know that gluten free wafers are available upon request. When receiving 
wine, you may choose between dipping your wafer in the small chalice or directly sipping from the large 
chalice. If you choose not to receive communion, but would like to receive a blessing, please come before 
the clergy with arms crossing your chest. Whatever your choices, God’s abundant grace knows no 
bounds.  

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, and 
otherwise participate in the activities of this community. Please know how grateful we are for your visit. 
Your presence enhances our worship and enriches our communal life. Thank you. 

Those persons serving our community this morning:  
8:30 a.m. - Acolyte/Lector/LEM: Jon Missert.  
10:30 a.m. - Chalice Bearers: Greg Smith, Bob Millikin, Rob Dyess, Beth Dyess; Lectors: Denise 
Watson, Mark Fowler; Psalm: Linda Bashaw; POP: Laurie Smith; Acolyte: Wes Bryant; Altar Guild: 
Colleen Mulcahy, Jon Ramsey; Lay Minister of Healing: Jessie Banks; Ushers: Ron and Carole Stoehr; 
Greeters: Carol Miller, Gaby and Ray Fulton: Counters: Rita Azali, Julie Lynch; Coffee Hour Team: 
Carole and Ron Stoehr. 

ALTAR GREENS GIVEN BY JASON AND MICHELA VERNON 
The greens on the pedestal in front of the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God by Jason 
and Michela Vernon. They are given in loving memory of Angelo Rizzardi.   

VESTRY FORUM THIS MORNING 
A brief Vestry Forum will be held today, immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service. It will provide a 
timely Stewardship update including where we are in terms of pledges for 2017.  

LENTEN PROGRAM CONTINUES TODAY 
This Sunday we continue with the second session of the five-part series on "The Jesus Fatwah: Love Your 
(Muslim) Neighbor as Yourself" presented by Georgia Reuter and Jon Ramsey with assistance from 
Mother Cynthia. The series is for both youth and adults. Today’s one-hour class will follow the brief 
Vestry Forum after the 10:30 a.m. service. Subsequent sessions will be on April 2nd and 9th, with the final 
meeting date still to be determined.  Please join the session today.  

LAST PHOTO SESSION FOR 2017 PICTORIAL DIRECTORY - TODAY 
Whether you are a newcomer or a long established St. Patrick’s member we need your photo for the 2017 
Pictorial Parish Directory. If you have not had your photo taken yet please do so today, as this is our last 
session. Photos will take place for individuals, couples and families in the Narthex after the Sunday 
services today. Please come and be photographed! Also, if you had a photo taken but did not fill in the 
personal details/release form please come by and do so today.  

Weekly Announcements



FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY COURSE – FIRST SESSION FREE 
Places are still available for the highly acclaimed Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University course that St. 
Patrick’s is hosting, starting with the first class on Thursday, March 30th.  If you are even possibly 
interested you can participate in this first class for free. Then if you find it helpful, register for the full 9 
classes that will be held on consecutive Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. (except Maundy Thursday). Each 
class covers a different aspect of personal and family financial management. Dinner will be offered at 
6:00 p.m. at a cost of $5.00 per person, $15.00 for the family, and child-care will be available. Cost of 
course participation is $93.00 per couple or family and several sponsorships are available. Contact 
facilitators Ginny or Mark Stehle directly for further information at mstehle@roadrunner.com. To register, 
please click on the link in the weekly reminders.  

WOMEN’S LENTEN QUIET MORNING - APRIL 8TH 
All Saints Episcopal Church in Concord will host a half-day Women’s Lenten Quiet Morning Retreat 
entitled “Woman, Who Are You Looking For?” on Saturday, April 8th from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The 
guest speaker will be Toni Hagerman, Executive Director of the Galilee Center. To learn more or to 
register, please contact Roxanne Friday at (704) 678-7157 or momentofgrace@hotmail.com. 

YOUTH NEWS 
A huge thank you to the youth group and leaders Georgia Reuter and Jennifer Shubert for putting together 
a wonderful celebration of our patron Saint Patrick. Thank you to all who came and participated in the 
Silent Auction and raffles. We netted around $1,500 for our youth program. Orders for St. Patrick’s 
clothing, cups and mugs will be taken for the next two Sundays. All youth are encouraged to attend the 
Lenten series “The Jesus Fatwah: Love Your (Muslim) Neighbor as Yourself.” The class takes the place of 
our regular youth formation. Sessions are one hour long and began on Sunday the 19th. Pilgrims are 
required to attend as part of their Pilgrimage preparation.  

EASTER EGG CANDY DONATIONS 
Easter candy donations will be accepted beginning Sunday, April 2nd.  You can also bring stickers and 
other small items that will fit in a plastic egg. Please place your donations in the marked box in the 
Narthex. 

Collect for the Parish Search Committee 
Almighty God, who is all-knowing and sends Your ever-comforting Holy Spirit to calm our 
fears, bless us with wisdom, strength, and grace. Fill us with unconditional love to guide us 
in our search, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the peace to know and do Your will.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and one another  

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 

Life’s persistent and most urgent question is,  

“What are you doing for others?” 

                                    Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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