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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT                                                                        March 12, 2017 

Holy Eucharist           

Service is according to sanctioned liturgies of the Book of Common Prayer and Enriching Our Worship. 
. 

Prelude 
Liturgy of the Word 

All remain standing the Presider begins with the Penitential Order 

  Blessed be the God of our salvation:  
People Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.  

The Presider continues 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only 
Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is 
no other commandment greater than these.”    Mark 12:29-31 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

A period of silence is observed for personal confession. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  
Amen. 

The Presider pronounces absolution. 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One. 
Have mercy upon us. 



Collect of the Day 

Presider God be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Presider Let us pray.  

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray 
from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Reading  Genesis 12:1-4a 

Genesis 12:1-4a 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s  
house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless  
you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who  
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth  
shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord had told him. 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God.  

The Response   Psalm 121 

1. I lift up my eyes to the hills 
  from where is my help to come? 
  
2. My help comes from the Lord,  
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
  
3. He will not let your foot be moved  
  and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
  
4. Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel  
  shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
  
5. The Lord himself watches over you;  
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
  
6. So that the sun shall not strike you by day,  
  nor the moon by night. 
  
7. The Lord shall preserve you from all evil;  
  it is he who shall keep you safe. 



8. The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in,  
  from this time forth for evermore. 

Second Reading  Romans 4:1-5, 13-16 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For  
if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  
For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as  
righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as  
something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such  
faith is reckoned as righteousness. For the promise that he would inherit the world did not  
come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of  
faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise  
is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For  
this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those  
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have  
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed,  
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.  
People Thanks be to God.  



Hymn: “The God of Abraham Praise”                                                                      Leoni 

Verses 1&2 before the Gospel; verses 3 through 5 after the Gospel 

 



Holy Gospel  John 3:1-17 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night  
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no 
 one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him,  
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can 
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very  
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be  
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it  
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where 
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do 
not understand these things? Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify  
to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about  
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly  
things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the  
Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of  
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved  
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish  
but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn  
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Sermon                                                        The Reverend Cynthia Garman, Interim Rector 

A period of silence may follow the sermon. 

Nicene Creed          All stand and together say 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 



 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

God sent the Son into the world to save the world.  As we prepare for the paschal feast, let us 
offer our prayers for all God’s people that they may find new birth in the Spirit, saying, Lord, 
have mercy. 

For the Church: remembering especially Michael our Presiding Bishop, Ann our Interim Bishop, 
Sam our Bishop Elect, Cynthia our Interim Rector, Sally our Assistant Priest, and for all people 
in their ministries…that the prayer, fasting and almsgiving of Lent may bring forth a new 
springtime of faith in our lives, we pray to you, O Lord.   
Lord, have mercy.  

For this parish family, that we, like Abraham, may go forth from all that is familiar to new places 
and relationships into which God will lead us, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

For all the descendents of Abraham: Jews, Muslims and Christians; that we may honor all that 
we share in common and work together to overcome the evil that ensnares human hearts, we 
pray to you, O Lord.   
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For all who live in places of conflict, especially in Syria, Afghanistan and South Sudan, that 
violence will end so that all God's people may live in peace and safety, we pray to you, O Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

For all who are facing crisis, loss, or low points in their lives, remembering especially the sick 
and the suffering….......  

Are there others for whom you wish to pray? 



May they know the healing touch of Jesus, we pray to you, O Lord.   
Lord, have mercy. 

In thanksgiving for these days of Lent, may we use this time to make space in the busyness of 
our lives to let God's Word move our hearts, we pray to you, O Lord.   
Lord, have mercy. 

For all those who have died, remembering especially …………………,  

Are there other deceased you wish to offer prayer for? 

As they have been born again, may they share in God’s gift of eternal life, we pray to you, O 
Lord.   
Lord, have mercy. 

We offer prayers of thanksgiving for those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries….  

we pray to you, O Lord.   
Lord, have mercy. 

In the communion of blessed Mary the God-bearer, blessed Paul and Patrick and all the saints, let 
us commend ourselves, and one another, to Christ our God.   
To you, O Lord our God.   

Presider:  Blessed are you, God of Abraham and Sarah, who made of your people a great nation. 
Receive the prayers we offer this day for all in need and grant us a share in the life to come.  
Glory to you for ever and ever.   AMEN. 

Peace 

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.  
People And also with you.  

Announcements 

Liturgy of the Table - Holy Communion 
Offertory Sentence 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine,  
and money or other gifts, to the Presider.  

The people stand while the offerings are presented at the Altar. 



Great Thanksgiving     The people remain standing. 

Presider The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Presider Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and 
fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with 
your constant love; You have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. 
Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as together we say: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our 
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.  

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see 
your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one 
another, and rejected your love.  

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 
salvation. 

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. 
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
and life. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is 
my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  



As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of 
your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may 
praise your Name for ever.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread      A period of silence is kept. 

Presider: The bread which we break is a sharing in the Body of Christ. 
People:  We being many  

are one bread, one body,  
for we all share in the one bread. 

Presider:   The Gifts of God for the People of God. 



Hymn: “And Now, O Father”                                                                   Unde et memories 

 



Hymn: “Lord Of All Hopefulness”                                                                               Slane 

After Communion, the Presider says    

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, 
 you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
You have united us with Christ and one another; 
And you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Blessing 



Hymn: “Lift High the Cross”                                                                                  Crucifer 

 

Dismissal 

Music is reproduced under CCLI License # 11228573 



 

Welcome to Our Visitors and Newcomers  
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and 
service. We are here to deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live 
our lives more fully and compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of 
our worship, most importantly by sharing with us in our common meal at God’s Table.  

Regarding communion, please know that gluten free wafers are available upon request. When receiving 
wine, you may choose between dipping your wafer in the small chalice or directly sipping from the large 
chalice. If you choose not to receive communion, but would like to receive a blessing, please come before 
the clergy with arms crossing your chest. Whatever your choices, God’s abundant grace knows no 
bounds.  

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, and 
otherwise participate in the activities of this community. Please know how grateful we are for your visit. 
Your presence enhances our worship and enriches our communal life. Thank you. 

Those persons serving our community this morning:  
8:30 a.m. - Acolyte/Lector/LEM: Bob Millikin.  
10:30 a.m. - Chalice Bearers: Jon Ramsey, Linda Simowitz, Quentin Bondurant, Joan Konen; 
Lectors: Nicole Pehan, Mark Fowler; Psalm: Linda Bashaw; POP: Brent Brower; Acolyte: Linda 
Simowitz; Altar Guild: Bob and Karalee Millikin; Lay Minister of Healing: Linda Bondurant; 
Ushers: Peggy and Bob Smith; Greeters: Carolyn and Don Rogers: Counters: Roger Jenkins, 
Julie Lynch; Coffee Hour Team: Patricia and Bob Berini. 

ALTAR GREENS GIVEN BY PAUL AND AMY STEIN 
The greens on the pedestal in front of the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God 
by Paul and Amy Stein. They are given in In celebration of Hap Stein and Steve 
Dyer entering the Kingdom of God.   

VESTRY FORUM TODAY – FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 
In lieu of our normal vestry forum today, following the 10:30 a.m. service Mark and Ginny 
Stehle will be giving a summary overview presentation on the Financial Peace University classes 
that St. Patrick’s will be hosting on Thursday evenings for 9 weeks starting on March 30th. For 
further details about the course please see below. 

Weekly Announcements

THIS WEEK AT SAINT PATRICK’S 
 Sunday, March 12 11:40 a.m. Youth Formation   Youth Room 
 Monday, March 13 6:30 p.m. EfM    Youth Room 
 Tuesday, March 14 6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
    7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal   Choir Room 
 Wednesday, March 15 9:30 a.m. Midweek Eucharist  Sanctuary 
    11:40 a.m. Preschool Chapel   Sanctuary 
    5:00 p.m. Meditation Class   Sanctuary 
 Saturday, March 18 6:00 p.m. St. Patrick’s Day Celebration Sanctuary 



ST. PATRICK’S HOSTS FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY COURSE 
In response to needs identified during the recent parish-wide survey, St. Patrick’s will run David 
Ramsey’s highly acclaimed Financial Peace University course starting from Thursday, March 
30th.  The course is comprised of 9 consecutive classes on Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. 
(except Maundy Thursday) each covering a different aspect of personal financial management 
such as Cash Flow Planning, Dumping Debt and Retirement and College Planning. It is DVD 
based with facilitation by Ginny and Mark Stehle.  Dinner will be offered at 6:00 p.m. at a cost 
of $5.00 per person, $15.00 for the family, and child-care will be available during class time. 
Cost of course participation including materials and membership is $93.00 per couple or family. 
For further information and to register, please click on the link in the weekly reminders.  You can 
also contact Ginny or Mark directly for further information at mstehle@roadrunner.com. 

PHOTO SESSIONS FOR 2017 PICTORIAL DIRECTORY - TODAY 
We are planning to develop a 2017 Pictorial Parish Directory and need photos of all parishioners 
who are willing to be included. Photo sessions will take place for individuals, couples and 
families in the Narthex after the Sunday services today and on Sunday March 19th.  Please be 
prepared to be photographed! 

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION - MARCH 18 
Buy your tickets now for a new community event celebrating our Patron Saint!  Next Saturday, 
March 18th from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. we will have a traditional Saint Patrick’s Day dinner and 
fundraiser for youth scholarships. Cost is $15/adult or $10/child (10 & Under). Adult ticket 
includes 2 drink tickets. Please invite your friends and neighbors and buy your tickets now! 
There will be a Talent Show (sign up by emailing Mark Fowler at markfowler1952@gmail.com) 
and a Silent Auction (please donate themed baskets, experiences, lessons, etc.). 

LENTEN PROGRAM BEGINS NEXT SUNDAY 
Beginning next Sunday, March 19th, immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service, we will start 
a five-part series on "The Jesus Fatwah: Love Your (Muslim) Neighbor as Yourself" presented by 
Georgia Reuter and Jon Ramsey with assistance from Mother Cynthia. The series is for both 
youth and adults. Please note there will be a brief organizational meeting immediately after the 
service today, at which materials will be distributed. Classes are one hour long and will be held 
on March 19th, 26th, April 2nd and 9th with the final meeting date to be determined.  Please RSVP 
to the church office (704) 663-5659 if you plan to participate, or sign up via the link in the 
Weekly Reminders.  

3RD THURSDAY LADIES LUNCH 
Each 3rd Thursday of the month, many St. Patrick’s ladies gather at 11:30 a.m. for lunch served 
with sides of fellowship, laughter and fun. This month on Thursday, March 16th please come to 
the Blu Star Grill in the Town Center shopping center (Harris Teeter). You can view the menu via 
the link in the weekly reminders. All St. Patrick’s ladies are welcome; bring a friend if you like. 
Please let Jan Krumel know if you are coming so the restaurant can set aside a large enough area. 
Also let her know if you have questions or need transportation. 

mailto:mstehle@roadrunner.com
mailto:markfowler1952@gmail.com


YOUTH NEWS 
All youth are encouraged to attend the Lenten series “The Jesus Fatwah: Love Your (Muslim) 
Neighbor as Yourself.” Initial meeting is today after the 10:30 a.m. service. This program will 
take the place of our regular youth formation. Pilgrims are required to attend as part of their 
Pilgrimage preparation. On Sunday, March 19th after the Lenten series, all youth and children’s 
families’ are asked to help out with an in-reach project at a parishioner’s home. See the March 
newsletter for details. 

Collect for the Parish Search Committee 
Almighty God, who is all-knowing and sends Your ever-comforting Holy Spirit to calm our 
fears, bless us with wisdom, strength, and grace. Fill us with unconditional love to guide us 
in our search, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the peace to know and do Your will.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and one another  

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor 

as yourself. 
                                                                                                            Matthew 22:36-40 


