
COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY: BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together 
under his most gracious rule; who lives and reign with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

LESSONS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY: BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
Isaiah 42:1-9 
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring 
forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not 
break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be 
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.” Thus says God, the Lord, 
who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the 
people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: “I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by 
the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my 
glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of them.” 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to 
be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And 
a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Psalm 29 

1. Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
  
2. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
  
3. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
  the God of glory thunders; * 
   the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
  
4. The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
  
5. The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
  
6. He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
  
7. The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 
  the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
  
8. The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
  and strips the forests bare. 
  
9. And in the temple of the Lord* 
  all are crying, “Glory!” 
  
10. The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
  the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
  
11. The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
  the Lord shall give his people the blessing of  
  peace. 
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COMMISSIONING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 

Celebrant:   Living God, be strongly present with _______ as they deliver communion to ________. 

People:        May hearts be kindled, bodies restored, and hope enlivened. Our prayers go with you.
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Welcome to Our Visitors and Newcomers 
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and service. We are here to 
deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live our lives more fully and 
compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of our worship, most importantly by sharing 
with us in our common meal at God’s Table.  

Regarding communion, please know that gluten free wafers are available upon request. When receiving wine, you may 
choose between dipping your wafer in the small chalice or directly sipping from the large chalice. If you choose not to 
receive communion, but would like to receive a blessing, please come before the clergy with arms crossing your chest. 
Whatever your choices, God’s abundant grace knows no bounds.  

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, and otherwise participate in 
the activities of this community. Please know how grateful we are for your visit. Your presence enhances our worship and 
enriches our communal life. Thank you. 

Those persons serving our community this morning:  
8:30 - Acolyte/Lector/LEM: Steve Messick.  
10:30 a.m. - Chalice Bearers: Jon Ramsey, Wes Bryant, Margy Ridgeway, Brent Brower; Lectors: Cynthia Kratt, Jim 
Hadden; Psalm: Rosemary Bramigk; POP: Rita Azali;  Acolyte Leader: Ron Gimla; Altar Guild: Bob and Karalee 
Millikin; Lay Minister of Healing: Linda Bondurant; Ushers: Raymond Fulton, Charley Patterson; Greeters: Carol Miller, 
Eileen and Tony Kenter; Counters: Jim Sabine, Julie Lynch; Coffee Hour Team: Barbra and Gordon Bryan.  

ALTAR FLOWERS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God in thanksgiving and celebration for our new 
Interim Rector, Cynthia Garman. 

WELCOME OUR INTERIM RECTOR, THE REV. CYNTHIA GARMAN 
We are pleased to welcome our Interim Rector to St. Patrick’s this morning. Reverend Garman comes to us from 
Michigan, where she has just completed a three-year Interim position in the Diocese of Michigan. Please extend a warm 
St. Patrick’s welcome to Reverend Garman this morning.  

2017 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN UPDATE    
We are all very grateful to those who have made their pledges for the 2017 Annual Pledge Campaign. As of January 3rd 
we have received 86 Pledges, representing 49% participation from church members. To date, we have received a total of 
$325,460 in pledged income.  Our total required pledge income of $420,310 has yet to be achieved, but through your 
careful thought and action we can do it. Your pledge commitment, no matter how large or small, is essential for helping to 
build a vibrant and healthy community of faith. If you are able to give and have not already pledged, please take a few 
moments to consider what gifts you can give to St. Patrick’s for the coming year.  You may return your pledge card, 
pledge at our website, or just contact Julie Lynch in the Church office, via phone or email. 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT PATRICK’S 
 Sunday, January 8 11:40 a.m. Vestry Forum   Sanctuary 
    11:40 a.m. Youth Formation  Youth Room 
 Monday, January 9 10:00 a.m. ECW Meeting   Library 
    6:30 p.m. EfM    Youth Room 
 Tuesday, January 10 1:00 p.m. MSK Prep Chefs  Mooresville Soup Kitchen 
    6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer  Sanctuary 
    7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal   Choir Room 
 Wednesday, January 11 9:30 a.m. Midweek Eucharist  Sanctuary 
    10:00 a.m. Centering Prayer  Sanctuary 
    11:40 a.m. Preschool Chapel  Sanctuary 

Weekly Announcements



VESTRY FORUM THIS MORNING 
There will be the first Vestry Forum of the year today. Appropriately, this will be both an opportunity to welcome our new 
Interim Rector and for the Vestry to provide a general update on a variety of topics of interest to parishioners including the 
2017 Pledge Campaign. As usual, please join us in the Sanctuary immediately after the 10:30 a.m. service. 

RECTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE CHAIR 
Your vestry is pleased to share that Peter May will chair St. Patrick's search committee for our next rector. Peter, a former 
senior warden, will work closely with vestry and the diocese to name a full committee this month for the work ahead. 
Thank you, Peter! 

WORSHIP SUPPORT VOLUNTEERS 
A new calendar year, a new season of change and growth---and worship! Volunteer now to join the ranks of St. Patrick's 
ushers and altar servers, lectors and youth acolytes, iPad sound engineers and altar guild workers. Sunday service 
frequency is light-to-moderate, training is provided for adults and youth, and scheduling is flexible for these many 
opportunities to participate richly in our communal life and fellowship. Email or speak with John Syme 
(josyme@gmail.com), vestry ministry leader for worship support, or call the church office to volunteer, at 704-663-5659. 

USHERS NEEDED 
It's time to replenish the ranks of St. Patrick's wonderful ushering team, led by Ray Fulton and staffed by stalwarts all! 
Scheduling ebbs and flows, so now we call for some new volunteers to hand out programs, help with the host and altar 
gifts in preparation for the Eucharist, guide our joyous communion traffic and otherwise be prepared to serve our 
congregation during worship as needed. Join us! Please see Ray or any usher to volunteer or email Ray at 
rfulton411@aol.com. 

SIGN UP FOR ROOM IN THE INN 
Room in the Inn ministry gives vital shelter and comfort to our homeless neighbors during the winter months. We have 
committed to serving two Thursday evenings a month and the remaining dates for Room in the Inn are: January 19th, 
February 2nd, February 16th, March 2nd and March 16th. Your help is needed and we ask that you please sign up on our 
website for this and future dates in the series. You can use the link in the Weekly Reminders or go directly to our website, 
where you need to click on the Volunteer button at the bottom of the home page. If you need any assistance with signing 
up for Room in the Inn, please contact Sigrid Gimla or Charlotte Lafon, or call the Church Office. 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S FORMATION 
Christian Education for both Youth and Children resumes today and the Nursery will be open. The children meet during 
the first half of the 10:30 a.m. service. The Youth meet the same time as the adults, from 11:40 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. The 
2017 Bishop’s Ball will be held February 17-19. Registration is now open and you can register through the Diocesan 
website at www.episdionc.org. Finally, the Youth are planning a Winter Fun Day to snow tube in Boone, NC on Saturday, 
January 21st. More details will be available next week but be sure to save the date!

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and one another  

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
Our spiritually vibrant community continued to attract many people this year to our special Christmas Eve Services. 
Celebrating the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ at St. Patrick's, we had a total of 402 participants. At the Christmas 
Pageant Eucharist 247 people participated, then at the Choral Eucharist 155, both numbers are just a little lower than 
last year but are very good, given that we are “in transition.” In addition, 52 people participated in our Christmas Day 
Eucharist.
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