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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT         December 18, 2016 

New Zealand Eucharist 
Thanksgiving of the People of God 

The Ministry of Word and Prayer 

Prelude 
Processional Hymn: “Savior of the Nations, Come!”                    Nun comma der Heiden Heiland 

The Gathering of the Community 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Grace and peace to you from God. 
People:  God fill you with truth and joy. 
Celebrant: This is the day which the Lord has made. 
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People:  His mercy endures for ever. 

!  1



The following is said in unison: 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, so that we 
may truly love you and worthily praise your holy name; through our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

The Summary of the Law 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.  This is the first commandment.  And a second is this: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. 

People:  Spirit of God, search our hearts. 

The Kyries are said. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

The Celebrant says 
God has promised forgiveness to all who truly repent, turn to Christ in faith and are themselves 
forgiving. 

In silence we call to mind our sins. 

Let us confess our sins 
Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we have done 
and in the good we have not done.  We have sinned in ignorance: we have sinned in weakness: 
we have sinned through our own deliberate fault.  We are truly sorry.  We repent and turn to 
you.  Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name.  
Amen. 

The Absolution is declared by the Celebrant 
Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free.  Know that 
you are forgiven and be at peace.  God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in life 
eternal.  Amen. 

The following is then said 
Celebrant: The peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
People:  The word of Christ dwell in us richly. 
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The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Proclamation of God’s Holy Word 

The Readings 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol 
or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” Then 
Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you 
weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by 
the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be 
deserted.” 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:1–7, 16-18 

1  Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
 shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2  In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
 stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3  Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4  O Lord God of hosts, * 
 how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 
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5  You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
 you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6  You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
 and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7  Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16  Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
 the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17  And so will we never turn away from you; * 
 give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, 
who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with 
power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ, To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn: “O come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                          Veni veni Emmanuel 

Verses 1 and 2 before the Gospel; verses 3 and 4 after the Gospel 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you 
are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph 
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but 
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
This is the Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to Christ, the Word. 

The Sermon 
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The Nicene Creed 

Celebrant and People 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 
Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Leader 
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of your Son.  Therefore 
in confidence and trust we pray for the Church: 

Father, enliven the Church for its mission. 
That we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 

Breathe fresh life into your people. 
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 

We pray for the world: 

Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. 
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 

Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 
Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 
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We pray for the community: 
  

God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives of others. 
That all may act with integrity and courage. 

Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 

We pray for all people in need, especially: 

Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered 

God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. 
May they know the power of your healing love. 

Make us willing agents of your compassion. 
Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 

We remember those who have died and those who mourn: 

Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, and those whose 
faith is known to you alone. 
Father, into your hands we commend them. 

Give comfort to those who mourn. 
Bring them peace in their time of loss. 

We praise you for Patrick and all your saints who have entered your eternal glory. 
May their example inspire and encourage us. 

We thank you for all life’s blessings, especially: 

Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered 

Lord, you have called us to serve you. 
Grant that we may walk in your presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, 
your strength in our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our 
homecoming and the welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Ministry of the Sacrament 
  
The Peace 
  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

The Preparation of the Gifts 

Offertory Music: “In the Bleak Midwinter”                  Randall Sprinkle, harp guitar 

The Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise him all creatures here below 
Praise him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant: The Lord is here. 
People:  God’s Spirit is with us. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant; Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to offer thanks and praise. 

Honour and worship are indeed your due, our Lord and our God, through Jesus Christ, for you 
created all things; by your will they were created, and for your glory they have their being. 

In your loving purpose you chose us before the foundation of the world to be your people; you 
gave your promises to Abraham and Sarah and bestowed your favour on the Virgin Mary. 

Above all we give you thanks and praise for your grace in sending Jesus Christ, who suffered 
with us and for us, offering us the healing riches of salvation and calling us to freedom and 
holiness. 

Therefore with people of every nation, tribe and language, with the whole Church on earth and in 
heaven, joyfully we give you thanks and sing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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All glory and honour to you, God of grace, for you gave your only Son Jesus Christ once for all 
on the cross to be the one perfect sacrifice for the sin of the world, that all who believe in him 
might have eternal life. 

The night before he died, he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me. 

After supper he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and said: Drink 
this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink it, to remember me. 
Therefore heavenly Father, in this sacrament of the suffering and death of your Son, we now 
celebrate the wonder of your grace and proclaim the mystery of our faith. 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come in glory. 

Redeemer God, rich in mercy, infinite in goodness, we were far off until you brought us near and 
our hands are empty until you fill them.  As we eat this bread and drink this wine, through the 
power of your Holy Spirit feed us with your heavenly food, renew us in your service, unite us in 
Christ, and bring us to your everlasting kingdom.   

O the depths and riches of your wisdom, O God; how unsearchable are your judgments and 
untraceable your ways. 
From you, and through you, and for you are all things.  To you be the glory for ever.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

And now, as Christ taught us, we pray together, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Silence may be kept. 

  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
People: We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread. 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for God’s people. 
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Communion Hymn: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”                                                                                   
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Communion Hymn: “Wait For the Lord” 
 

 

Prayer After Communion 

Celebrant: 
Almighty God, giver of all good things, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
precious body and blood of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  We thank you for your love and care in 
assuring us of your gift of eternal life and uniting us with the blessed company of all faithful 
people. 

People: 
Therefore, everliving God, keep us steadfast in your holy fellowship.  And now we offer 
ourselves, all that we have and are, to serve you faithfully in the world, through Jesus Christ 
our Redeemer, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honour and glory, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn: “Hark! The Glad Sound!”                                                                  Richmond 

The Dismissal 

The congregation is sent out with these words. 

  Go now to love and serve the Lord.  Go in peace. 
People:  Amen.  We go in the name of Christ. 

This morning’s order of worship is taken from The New Zealand Prayer Book, 1989, and has been authorized for 
use in this church by our Bishops.   
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Welcome to our Visitors and Newcomers 
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and 
service. We are here to deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live 
our lives more fully and compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of 
our worship, most importantly by sharing with us in our common meal at God’s Table.   

Regarding communion, please know that gluten free wafers are available upon request. When receiving 
wine, you may choose between dipping your wafer in the small chalice or directly sipping from the large 
chalice. If you choose not to receive communion, but would like to receive a blessing, please come before 
the clergy with arms crossing your chest. Whatever your choices, God’s abundant grace knows no 
bounds.  

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, participate 
in the activities of this community. We invite you to return again next week for Eucharist at 8:30 or 10:30 
a.m.  Please be aware that we offer a nursery for children ages three and under. The nursery is located just 
down the hallway in the education wing.   

Those persons serving our community this morning:  
8:30 - Acolyte/Lector/LEM: Jon Ramsey 
10:30 a.m. - Chalice Bearers: Bob Millikin, Greg Smith, Rob Dyess Beth Dyess; Lectors: David 
Bramigk, Jessie Banks; Psalm: Rosemary Bramigk; POP: Rick Krumel; Acolyte Leader: Pat Patterson; 
Altar Guild: Martha Jones, Rick Krumel; Lay Minister of Healing: Jane Pope; Ushers: Bob and Peggy 
Smith, Ron and Carol Stoehr; Greeters: Carolyn and Don Rogers; Coffee Hour Team: Dianna and George 
Godwin; Counters: Rita Azali, Julie Lynch.  

                ALTAR FLOWERS GIVEN BY BOB AND PATRICIA BERINI 
The flowers on the pedestal in front of the Sanctuary are again given to the Glory of God 
and in Thanksgiving for the prayers and support of our St. Patrick’s family as the year of 
cancer is over for both of us.  God reigns. 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
2017 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN UPDATE    

Our Annual Pledge Campaign for 2017 is soon coming to a close. We have currently received only 68 
Pledge Cards in the church office, representing less than 40% participation from church members and a 
significant projected shortage in our financial needs for St. Patrick’s.  Last year there were a total of 108 
pledges received--60% participation.  Our goal is always 100% participation since every family is asked 
to contribute to the financial life of the Church as they are able. Your pledge commitment, no matter how 
large or small, is also essential for helping to build a vibrant and healthy community of faith. If you have 
not already pledged, please take a few moments in the midst of all of your Christmas activities and Gift 
giving, to consider what Gifts you can give to St. Patrick’s for the coming year.  You may return your 
pledge card, pledge at our website, or just contact Julie Lynch in the Church office, via phone or email.  
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THIS WEEK AT SAINT PATRICK’S 
 Sunday, December 18 11:45 a.m. Pageant Rehearsal  Sanctuary 
 Monday, December 19 10:00 a.m. Greening of the Church  Sanctuary 
    6:30 p.m  EfM    Youth Room 
 Tuesday, December 20 6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
    7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal   Choir Room 
 Wednesday, December 21 9:15 a.m. Midweek Eucharist  Sanctuary 
    9:45 a.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
    5:30 p.m. Meditation Class   Sanctuary 
 Saturday, December 24 5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist and Pageant Sanctuary 
    8:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist and Festive Music Sanctuary 
 Sunday, December 25 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist   Sanctuary 

       



CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST. PATRICK'S 
Christmas Eve services will be held at 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th. The early 
service features our intergenerational pageant. We are still looking for folks of all ages who would like to 
participate as readers, shepherds or angels. Please stay after service today for the one and only rehearsal. 
Speak with Mark Fowler or Georgia Reuter if you would like to participate in the pageant. The 8:00 p.m. 
service on Christmas Eve will feature special music this year. In addition to selections from our choir, we 
will also feature a string quartet and a saxophonist. Please note that since Christmas Day falls on a 
Sunday this year, there will be only one service that day at 10:30 a.m. (see below). Please mark your 
calendars and plan to be present with us.  

CHRISTMAS DAY AT ST. PATRICK’S 
Join us at 10:30 a.m. on Christmas day for carols, inspiration and Eucharist as we celebrate the Holy 
Child that has been born to us. Members of our congregation Florence Brady and Stephen Perrone will be 
adding their musical gifts to our Christmas morning.  

CELEBRATING THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 
The Spiritual Living section of our website will conclude Living the Questions spiritual practices with the 
week of December 11th. The Twelve Days of Christmas: Putting the Holy in Your Holidays will be posted 
as well, as a way for you to take time after the holiday frenzy to slowly savor the true blessings of 
Christmas. Activities will be suggested for families and individuals who want to celebrate the traditional 
Twelve Days ending with Epiphany.  

SUMMARY OF PARISH-WIDE SURVEY AVAILABLE 
At the Vestry forum last week we held a presentation and discussion about the recent parish-wide survey 
and the earlier home forms held in the spring. There are important implications from the survey findings 
for our future planning, and for all of us as engaged parishioners as we move St. Patrick’s forward.  
A summary of the key points from the survey was distributed at the meeting and is being sent to all 
parishioners by mail. Copies are also available in the Narthex or by clicking the link in the Weekly 
Reminders.  

SIGN UP FOR ROOM IN THE INN 
Room in the Inn ministry gives vital shelter and comfort to our homeless neighbors during the winter 
months. We have committed to serving two Thursday evenings a month and the remaining dates for 
Room in the Inn are: December 22nd, January 5th, January 19th, February 2nd, February 16th, March 2nd and 
March 16th. Your help is needed and we ask that you please sign up on our website for this and future 
dates in the series. If you need any assistance with signing up, a colleague will be available in the Narthex 
after the 10:30 a.m. service today with an iPad to help you.   

URGENT REQUESTS FOR HELP FROM PARISHIONERS 
The Youth have received two urgent requests for in-reach from parishioners in need. We are looking for 
one family to take care of organizing a shed, moving some items into the shed and cleaning gutters on a 
small ranch style house for one of our parishioners.  We also need one or two families with leaf blowers 
and rakes to clear off Beth Vannais back porch and driveway. Please contact Mark Fowler 
markfowler1952@gmail.com if you can meet either of these needs, or if you or someone you know has 
an in-reach need.  
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ST. PATRICK’S HISPANIC OUTREACH MINISTRY 
READING BUDDIES – BOOKS NEEDED 

Reading Buddies is an outreach ministry for Hispanic elementary-aged children and their families 
beginning in January 2017.  One great need for the ministry is a collection of high-quality bilingual 
books.  If you would like to help, check out the "Books We Need Christmas Tree" in the narthex. 
Here's how to participate: 1. Take home one or more "title tags" from the tree. 2. Purchase the book. 
Shopping tip: Some bookstores may carry some titles, but it will be much easier to buy the books online 
through Amazon.com, Barnesandnoble.com or other online sources. 3. Bring the book to church, and put 
it in the "Hispanic Outreach Library Box," next to the tree. There is no need to gift-wrap the book, but we 
do have bookplates if you would like to use them. Thank you for helping this important ministry. For 
more information, call Jean Messick at 704-724-6431. 

CHRISTMAS TREES, WREATHS, AND POINSETTIAS 
It is our tradition at Christmas to decorate our worship space with beautiful Christmas trees, wreaths and 
poinsettias. This is made possible by the generous donations we receive to the flower fund during the 
holidays. You can donate in memory or in thanksgiving for loved ones. Suggested donation is $15 with $5 
for each additional name. Please see the order form in the Narthex, or use the link in the Weekly 
Reminders. Deadline for ordering is today.  
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and with one another 

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
At this time of year we give thanks for all the blessings that we receive from God, knowing 
that his greatest blessing was the gift of Jesus and for us to be able to live his teachings and 
joyfully participate in his loving presence. We give thanks not only for what we receive but 
also for what we are able to give, in terms of time, talents and treasure to support the ministries 
of our Church, some of which are especially in need of support at this time.


