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The Word of God 

Prelude Music 

Processional Hymn: “O Come All Ye Faithful” Verses 1, 3 and 6                     Adeste Fideles 



 

 

Celebrant   Son of God, Child of Mary, born in the stable at Bethlehem 
People: be born again in us this day that through us the world may know the wonder of  
  your love. 

Celebrant  God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Collect 
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

The Lessons 

 A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (9:2-7) 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the 
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments 
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to 
us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 



Song: “Angels We Have Heard On High”                                                                Gloria 

 



Reflection           The Reverend Dr. Sally M. Brower 

Psalm 98 

1. Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
  for he has done marvelous things. 
  
2. With his right hand and his holy arm * 
  has he won for himself the victory. 
  
3. The Lord has made known his victory; * 
  his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
  
4. He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
  and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
  
5. Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
  
6. Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
  
7. With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
  shout with joy before the King, the Lord. ! !  44
  
8. Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
  the lands and those who dwell therein. 
  
9. Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, when he comes to judge the earth. 
  
10. In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
  and the peoples with equity. 



Song: “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”                                                              God Rest Ye Merry 

A reading from Titus (2:11-14) 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 



Song: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                                                      St. Louis   
  

Verses 1&2 before the Gospel; Verses 3 and 5 after the Gospel 
Omit verse 4 

 

 

 



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (2:1-14) 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see
—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Reflection                      The Reverend Dr. Sally M. Brower 
     
The Prayers of the People 

Intercessor : Let us pray to God, who came among us in the birth of Jesus: 

Gracious God, as a star rose, and drew people from great distances to Bethlehem that they might 
greet the Christ-child; Draw us, your Church, and all of your people to you – that we might be 
the Church and the People who you call us to be.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 

As you gave Mary your Holy Spirit, filling her with the delight of your Presence; Fill us with 
your Spirit, and renew our lives.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 

As Gentiles streamed to Jesus’ Light, and Kings to the brightness of his rising; Draw our nation, 
our President, and all in authority, to His brightness.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 



As angels sang ‘glorias’ to you and proclaimed peace on earth, and goodwill among all peoples; 
Bring us your peace, and bring an end to and terror and strife.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 

As shepherds were drawn away from their flocks by night; Draw those who do not know you yet 
to the knowledge and love of you.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 

As Jesus was born in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn; Be especially 
present with those who have no where to lay their head, those who are vulnerable, and those who 
are hungry.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 

As the Holy Family gathered together in Bethlehem, and traveled together to far off lands; Bless 
all families, especially the families of our parish, and protect those who travel.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 

As your son came to proclaim the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of Life Eternal; Give to the 
departed eternal rest and let Light perpetual shine on them.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
For those who are sick, especially ___________. 
For those who are serving in our armed forces. 
For those who have died [especially ___________]. 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant: O Lord our God, may the Light and Hope of this season, and of your Son’s 
Incarnation, reassure our hearts that you are among us, that you hear our prayer, and that you will 
be with us always, even to the end of the age. In the name of Jesus of Nazareth we pray. Amen. 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 



The Preparation of the Gifts 

Offertory Music: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                                                   Mendelssohn  
 

 



The Holy Communion 
The Doxology       

Saying together 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow  
Praise him all creatures here below  
Praise him above ye heavenly host  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Enriching Our Worship: Eucharistic Prayer 2 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before 
time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into 
being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. 

You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, 
and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we say: 

Saying together 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and 
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing 
servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, 



Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good 
news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to 
walk in love.Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and 
to be glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks 
to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, 
and said: “Drink this, all of you:This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for 
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a 
living sacrifice. 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the 
world you have made. 

In the fullness of time bring us, with Mary the God bearer and all your saints, from every tribe 
and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the 
world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 



Communion Hymn: “Away in a Manger”                                                                   Cradle Song 

 
   



Communion Hymn: “A Stable Lamp is Lighted”                                                                 Andujar 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. AMEN.  



The Christmas Blessing 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, 
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your hearts with the light of his holiness. Amen.  

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 
and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.  

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 
peace and favor. Amen.  

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen.  

Recessional Hymn: “Joy to the World”                                                                                 Antioch 

 

 



 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Welcome to our Visitors and Newcomers 
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and  
service. We are here to deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live 
our lives more fully and compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of 
our worship, most importantly by sharing with us in our common meal at God’s Table.   

Regarding communion, please know that gluten free wafers are available upon request. When receiving 
wine, you may choose between dipping your wafer in the small chalice or directly sipping from the large 
chalice. If you choose not to receive communion, but would like to receive a blessing, please come before 
the clergy with arms crossing your chest. Whatever your choices, God’s abundant grace knows no 
bounds.  

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, participate 
in the activities of this community. We invite you to return again next week for Eucharist at 8:30 or 10:30 
a.m.  Please be aware that we offer a nursery for children ages three and under. The nursery is located just 
down the hallway in the education wing.   

Those persons serving our community this morning:  
10:30 a.m. - Chalice Bearers: Ron Gimla, Carol Miller, Elizabeth Chaney, Steve Messick; Lectors: Laurie 
Smith, Jan Krumel; Psalm: Rita Azali; POP: Brent Brower; Acolyte Leader: Bob Millikin; Altar Guild: 
All Hands; Lay Minister of Healing: Pam Ferdinands; Coffee Hour Team: Ginny and Mark Stehle; 
Counters: Judy Sabine, Julie Lynch. 

                  

THIS WEEK AT SAINT PATRICK’S 
 Tuesday, January 3 6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
    7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal   Choir Room 
 Wednesday, January 4 9:30 a.m. Weekly Eucharist   Sanctuary 
    10:00 a.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
    11:40 a.m. Preschool Chapel   Sanctuary 
       



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTERIM RECTOR ARRIVES SUNDAY JANUARY 8TH 
We look forward to welcoming our new Interim Rector, The Rev. Cynthia Garman for her first Sunday at 
St. Patrick’s on January 8th.  

VESTRY FORUM ON JANUARY 8TH 
There will be the first Vestry Forum of the year on January 8th. Appropriately, this will be both an 
opportunity to welcome our new Interim Rector and for the Vestry to provide a general update on a 
variety of topics of interest to parishioners. As usual, please join us in the Sanctuary immediately after the 
10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, January 8th.  

CELEBRATING THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 
The Spiritual Living section of our website now focuses on The Twelve Days of Christmas: Putting the 
Holy in Your Holidays. This has been posted as a way for you to take time after the holiday frenzy to 
slowly savor the true blessings of Christmas. Activities are suggested for families and individuals who 
want to celebrate the traditional Twelve Days ending with Epiphany. You can go directly to the website or 
click on the link in the Weekly Reminders. 

SUMMARY OF PARISH-WIDE SURVEY AVAILABLE 
At Vestry forum recently, we held a presentation and discussion about the recent parish-wide survey and 
the earlier home forms held in the spring. There are important implications from the survey findings for 
our future planning, and for all of us as engaged parishioners as we move St. Patrick’s forward.  
A summary of the key points from the survey was distributed at the meeting and is being sent to all 
parishioners by mail. Copies are also available in the Narthex or by clicking the link in the Weekly 
Reminders.  

VESTRY ELECTIONS UPCOMING 
The Annual Meeting of the Parish will be held on Sunday, February 5th. During the meeting we will elect 
three persons to serve on the Vestry. The three leaders who are due to roll off are: John Syme (Worship 
Support), Jan Krumel (Parish Life) and John Ritter (Financial Stewardship). Jan has served two 
consecutive terms and is not eligible for re-election. John Syme and John Ritter are eligible for re-election 
in 2016. John Syme will be seeking re-election, John Ritter will not. If you feel called to serve in one of 
these ministries for a two-year term on the Vestry, speak with one of the Wardens or any member of the 
Vestry. You must declare your interest by January 8th.  

USHERS NEEDED 
It's time to replenish the ranks of St. Patrick's wonderful ushering team, led by Ray Fulton and staffed by 
stalwarts all! Scheduling ebbs and flows, so now we call for some new volunteers to hand out programs, 
help with the host and altar gifts in preparation for the Eucharist, guide our joyous communion traffic and 
otherwise be prepared to serve our congregation during worship as needed. Join us! Please see Ray or any 
usher to volunteer or email Ray at rfulton411@aol.com. 

SIGN UP FOR ROOM IN THE INN 
Room in the Inn ministry gives vital shelter and comfort to our homeless neighbors during the winter 
months. We have committed to serving two Thursday evenings a month and the remaining dates for 
Room in the Inn are: January 5th, January 19th, February 2nd, February 16th, March 2nd and March 16th. 
Your help is needed and we ask that you please sign up on our website for this and future dates in the 
series. You can use the link in the Weekly Reminders or go directly to our website, where you need to 
click on the Volunteer button at the bottom of the home page. If you need any assistance with signing up 
for Room in the Inn, please contact Sigrid Gimla or Charlotte Lafon, or call the Church Office. 

mailto:rfulton411@aol.com


BOOKS NEEDED FOR READING BUDDIES 
Our Hispanic outreach ministry will implement “Reading Buddies” for Hispanic elementary-aged 
children and their families in January 2017 on Sundays from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  St. Patrick’s 
parishioners’ help is still needed by purchasing books for this ministry. For more information, please call 
Jean Messick at 704-724-6431. 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S FORMATION 
There will be no Children's Chapel, Nursery or Youth Education on Sunday, December 25th or Sunday 
January 1st. Both programs will resume Sunday January 8th. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED NEXT WEEK 
The Parish Office will be closed beginning Monday, December 26th through Friday, December 30th. If 
you have a pastoral emergency during this time, please contact the Parish Office (704) 663-5659. The 
voice mail greeting will instruct you how to get clergy assistance. The office will reopen at 8:30 a.m. on 
Monday, January 2nd. 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and with one another 

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
“Jesus is the gift totally given, free for the taking, once and for all of creation… Henceforth 
humanity has right to know that it is good to be human, good to live on this earth, good to have 
a body, because God in Jesus chose and said ‘yes’ to our humanity.”  

(Words from Richard Rohr)


