
SAINT PATRICK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                           October 9, 2016 

The Word of God 

Prelude  
Processional Hymn: “All Things Bright And Beautiful”                                                  Royal Oak 
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The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God Creator of heaven and earth. 
People: All creation sings your praises. Amen. 

Saying together 
Almighty God, we ask for your blessing, your shalom, on the creatures present here that we 
love and on all creatures celebrating in the wild. May the animals of the Earth be our 
companions in life and and lead us to celebrate our place in the circle of life. Amen. 
  
The Collect for the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of all things and giver of all life, let your blessing be 
upon all these animals. May our relationship with them mirror your love, and our care for them 
be an example of your bountiful mercy. Grant the animals health and peace. Strengthen us to 
love and care for them as we strive to imitate the love of Jesus Christ our Lord and God’s servant 
Francis. Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of Job 
But ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of the air, and they will tell you; and the 
fish of the sea will declare to you. In his hand is the life of every living thing. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 148  Adapted 

All dogs and cats, large and small: 
 Praise the Lord! 

All rabbits, hamsters, and guinea pigs: 
 Praise the Lord! 

All goldfish, guppies, and swimming creatures: 
 Praise the Lord! 

All robins, wrens, and singing birds: 
 Praise the Lord! 

All bats, squirrels, and raccoons: 
 Praise the Lord! 

All horses, cows, and sheep: 
 Praise the Lord! 

All lizards, snakes and creeping things: 
 Praise the Lord! 
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Every animal in the sky, the sea, and the forest: 
 Praise the Lord! 

Lord, for all the animals in the whole wide world, 
 We thank you, God! 

Lord, for all the fun and friendship we have with animals, 
 We thank you, God! 

‘Apprehend God in all things, for God is in all things. Every single creature is full of God, and is 
a book about God. Every creature is a word of God. If I spent enough time with the tiniest 
creature — even a caterpillar — I would never have to prepare a sermon so full of God is every 
creature.’ 
      —Meister Eckhart, a 13th century Christian mystic 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds the. 
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily    The Reverend Dr. Sally M. Brower

The Peace

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Music 

The Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him all creatures here below 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

!  3



The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant continues 
It is indeed a right, and good, and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

And therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels, and all the company 
of heaven who forever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
 Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 

In the fullness of time, and out of your love for us, you sent your only beloved son, Jesus Christ, 
to provide a way for our salvation. 

On the night before his death, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke the bread, and then gave it to 
his friends, saying: “Take, eat:  this is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and then gave it to his friends, saying: 
“Drink this, all of you.  This is my blood of the new covenant, shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

We pray now, dear Lord, to send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and this wine.  May all of us 
who eat this bread and drink this wine be filled with your grace and love.  Likewise, may the 
yearning hearts of all creation receive your blessing. 
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And now, as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Fraction 

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 

The Communion and Blessing of the Animals 

Concluding Prayer 

A Prayer attributed to Saint Francis 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there 
is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  Grant that we may 
not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved 
as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is 
in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 

Postlude 
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THIS WEEK AT SAINT PATRICK’S 
 Monday, October 10 6:30 p.m. EfM    Youth Room 
 Tuesday, October 11 1:00 p.m. MSK Prep Chefs   Soup Kitchen  
    6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
    7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal   Choir Room 
 Wednesday, October 12 9:30 a.m. Midweek Eucharist  Sanctuary 
    11:40 a.m. Preschool Chapel   Sanctuary 
    5:30 p.m. Meditation Class   Sanctuary 

COMMISSIONING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 

Celebrant:   Living God, be strongly present with _______ as they deliver communion to ________. 

People:        May hearts be kindles, bodies restored, and hope enlivened. Our prayers go with you.



Welcome to our Visitors and Newcomers 
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and 
service. We are here to deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live 
our lives more fully and compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of 
our worship, most importantly by sharing with us in our common meal at God’s Table.   

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, participate 
in the activities of this community. We invite you to return again next week for Eucharist at 8:30 or 10:30 
a.m.  Please be aware that we offer a nursery for children ages three and under. The nursery is located just 
down the hallway in the education wing.   

Those persons serving our community this morning:  
8:30 - Acolyte/Lector/LEM: Jon Ramsey 
10:30 a.m. - Chalice Bearers: Greg Smith, Bob Millikin, Beth Dyess, Rob Dyess; Lectors: Pat Patterson, 
Nicole Pehan; Psalm: Brent Brower; POP: Rosemary Bramigk; Acolyte Leader: Bob Millikin; Altar 
Guild: Bob and Karalee Millikin; Ushers: Ron and Carole Stoehr, Cathy and Jim Hadden; Lay Minister of 
Healing: Jane Pope; Greeters: Carolyn and Don Rogers; Counters: Jim Hadden, Julie Lynch; Coffee Hour 
Team: Cindi and Tom Davis.  
 

FLOWERING PLANTS GIVEN BY CAROLE AND RON STOEHR 
The flowering plants in front of the worship area are given to the glory of God by 
Carole and Ron Stoehr. They are given in joyful celebration for the first birthdays of 
Josephine, Rose, and Adelaide Stoehr, and also in heartfelt gratitude for the prayers 
that were given by the St. Patrick’s community on their behalf.  

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PLEDGE CAMPAIGN FOR 2017 BEGINS  
Most of us know that Stewardship includes giving our Time, Talent and Treasure to support the church. 
This week we are kicking off our annual Pledge Campaign. It's the time when we ask you to prayerfully 
consider making a financial pledge to the church for 2017.  Our Parish Budget, including staff salaries, 
building and grounds maintenance, worship, music, outreach programs and all of our other ministries are 
supported entirely by the generosity and commitment of the members. Making a pledge to support the 
church is not only a great way to give back to God what is God's, but helps to improve many lives, most 
of all, those of the Givers.  

2017 BUDGETING PROCESS UNDERWAY 
The Finance Ministry Team, with input from all the ministry teams throughout St. Patrick’s, have begun 
working on the 2017 budget. A preliminary version will be available for review during the November 13 
Vestry Forum. Based on the 2016 budget and plans for 2017, all expense budget items will be updated 
and examined. On the revenue side, it is important to remember that, while there is a small amount of 
continuing revenue year to year, St. Patrick’s pledge revenue begins annually at zero and grows as pledge 
cards come in. 

SPIRITUAL LIVING FOR FALL 2016 
The new focus of the Spiritual Living section of our website for fall 2016 will be Living the Questions, as 
an intentional approach to the spiritual life that expresses a willingness to delve into mystery and to 
welcome uncertainty and ambiguity. To live the questions is to search for greater wisdom and be content 
with not having final answers. Living the questions is a spiritual practice, through which we struggle, 
wonder, and search for a deeper understanding of ourselves and our relationship to the divine. This series 
of Spiritual Living parallels the congregational study Living the Questions: The Wisdom of Progressive 
Christianity, which deals with issues of faith and controversial subjects. By contrast, the Spiritual Living 
approach deals more with personal questions of the heart rather than larger issues of the faith. 
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WEEKLY MEDITATION CLASS - WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 5:30 PM 
Meditation centers the soul, calms the mind, reduces stress, improves cognitive functioning and provides 
a myriad of other well documented health benefits. Additionally, and significantly, it is a deeply 
transformative type of prayer that transcends all religious and spiritual distinctions. Meditation classes are 
held on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 p.m. led by our Assisting Rector, Sally Brower.  

ECW SEEKING CRAFT DONATIONS 
Calling All Crafters! Hand crafted donations are requested from parishioners with proceeds going to the 
ECW for church projects. Items should be marked with a suggested price. The items will be sold at the 
annual Bites and Books bazaar on November 12th, 2016. Items may be brought to church beginning 
November 6th. Questions should be directed to Judy Willingham (502) 648-8025. 

SOLAS LEIGHIS CONCERTS IN OCTOBER 
Our Solas Leighis concert series once again features two performances in October.  On Sunday, October 
23, Kim Robertson returns to St. Patrick's.  A popular folk harpist, Kim is a world renowned performer, 
arranger and recording artist.  As a pioneer in the American folk harp movement, her mastery of the Celtic 
harp is magically simple and elegant.  On Sunday, October 30, The Jim Hurst Trio performs original and 
traditional songs grounded in bluegrass, country and acoustic 'roots' traditions.  Jim leads the group on 
guitar and banjo, Nate Lee performs on mandolin and fiddle, and Erik Alvar plays upright bass -- all 
harmonizing in rich and expressive vocals.  Both concerts start at 7:00 pm.  For more details, visit our 
website or call 704-663-5659. 

REGISTER FOR FAMILY WEEKEND AT KANUGA 
Our St. Patrick’s weekend is scheduled for November 4th- 6th, 2016 and is rapidly approaching. This is a 
perfect time of year to be in the mountains of Western North Carolina, and a perfect opportunity to take 
time for yourself to be with other church family members for just a few days. Please register using the 
forms available in the narthex or click on the link in the weekly reminders. Any questions please contact 
David Bramigk (704) 528-4749. 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN NEWS 
Christian Formation for Youth in grades 6th through 12th meets every week immediately following the 
10:30 a.m. service. Children’s Formation takes place during the first half of the 10:30 a.m. service. 
Attention all youth: Sign ups for Kanuga weekend are going on now - cost is $100 and includes meals and 
lodging at the beautiful campus in the mountains! More news is in the October Youth/Children’s 
Newsletter. Please note there will be no Youth Formation this Sunday due to the outdoor Blessing of the 
Animals service, however there will still be nursery care offered.                      
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and one another  

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
This day we celebrate our connection to God and God’s creation as represented by our well-loved pets, co-
creatures that we have invited to share our lives and homes. Let us be moved and inspired to always respect all 
of God’s creation, accepting responsibility for its care and stewardship.  


