
 ST. PATRICK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 A Ministry of the Diocese of North Carolina 
 Serving the Mooresville and Lake Norman area 
 The Reverend Mark S. Forbes, Rector 
 The Reverend Dr. Sally M. Brower, Assisting Rector 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                            April 24, 2016 

The Word of God 

Processional Hymn: “O Holy City”                                                                         Morning Song 

Opening Sentences 

 Bishop:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
 People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 Bishop:  There is one Body and one Spirit; 
 People:  There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
 Bishop:  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
 People:  One God and Father of all. 

 Bishop:  The Lord be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Bishop:  Let us pray. 
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Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son 
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the 
way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Lessons 

A Reading from the Book of Acts 
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted 
the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 
saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain 
it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. 
There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four 
corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of 
prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 
But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 
But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not 
call profane.’ This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that 
very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The 
Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six 
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the 
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he 
will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began 
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When they heard this, 
they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the 
repentance that leads to life.”  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 148 

1  Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; *  
   praise him in the heights.  

 2  Praise him, all you angels of his; *  
 praise him, all his host.  

 3  Praise him, sun and moon; *  
 praise him, all you shining stars.  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 4  Praise him, heaven of heavens, *  
 and you waters above the heavens.  

 5  Let them praise the Name of the Lord; *  
 for he commanded, and they were created.  

 6  He made them stand fast for ever and ever; *  
 he gave them a law which shall not pass away.  

  7  Praise the Lord from the earth, *  
 you sea-monsters and all deeps;  

  8  Fire and hail, snow and fog, *  
 tempestuous wind, doing his will;  

 9  Mountains and all hills, *  
 fruit trees and all cedars;  

 10  Wild beasts and all cattle, *  
 creeping things and winged birds;  

 11  Kings of the earth and all peoples, *  
 princes and all rulers of the world;  

 12  Young men and maidens, *  
 old and young together.  

 13  Let them praise the Name of the Lord, *  
 for his Name only is exalted, his splendor is over earth and heaven.  

 14  He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, *  
 the children of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah!  

A Reading from the Revelation to John 
I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will 
be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death 
will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed 
away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I 
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am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 
from the spring of the water of life.”  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn: “God is Love”                                                                                      Ubi caritas 

Verse 1 before the Gospel; Verses 2 & 3 after the Gospel 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
At the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                    The Right Reverend J. Gary Gloster 
                                                                                                   

Confirmation 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 

Bishop:  The Candidates will now be presented. 

Presenter: I present these persons for Confirmation and Reception 

Bishop: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
Candidates: I do. 

Bishop: Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidates: I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

Bishop: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in 
their life in Christ? 

People: We will. 

Bishop: Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our 
own baptismal covenant.  

The Baptismal Covenant 

Bishop: Do you believe in God the Father? 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Bishop: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Bishop: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 

Prayers for the Candidates 

The Bishop says to the congregation 
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

Leader: Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader: Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

The Bishop says 
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you 
have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you 
have bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them at 
their Baptism.  Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before 
them; through Jesus Christ your son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

For Confirmation 

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 
Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him for your service; and 
sustain him all the days of his life.  Amen. 

Or this 
Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he may continue yours for ever, 
and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes to your everlasting 
kingdom.  Amen. 

For Reception 

N. we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, and we receive 
you into the fellowship of this Communion.  God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, 
preserve and keep you.  Amen. 

The Bishop concludes with this prayer 
Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these servants; let your Holy 
Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, that 
they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
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The Peace 

Bishop:  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

Diocesan Prayer for Mission 

Let us pray. 
Most gracious and loving God: Strengthen the hearts of your people in this diocese that loving 
you with our whole heart, and loving our neighbors as ourselves, we might, in the power of the 
Spirit, obey the call of Jesus, to go into the world as disciples making disciples, and making a 
difference through your saving love.  Amen.  

Offertory Sentence 

Offertory Music:                                    Harp, Jayne Sprinkle                                     

The Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him all creatures here below 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A 

The people standing, the Bishop says 

  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Bishop:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Bishop:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Bishop continues 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

The Bishop says the preface of the day 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

All are welcome to receive God’s grace through the reception of Bread and Wine. 
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Communion Hymn: “I Am the Bread of Life”                                               I am the Bread of Life 
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Communion Hymn: “Lord Jesus Christ”                                                                                Taize 
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Post Communion Prayer 

After Communion, the  Bishop says 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 

The Blessing 

Bishop: The Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be upon 
you and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 

Recessional Hymn: “In Christ There Is No East Or West”                                                    McKee 

The Dismissal 
 Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Postlude 
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Welcome to our Visitors and Newcomers 
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and 
service. We are here to deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live 
our lives more fully and compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of 
our worship, most importantly by sharing with us in our common meal at God’s Table.   

Regarding communion, please know that gluten free wafers are available upon request. When receiving 
wine, you may choose between dipping your wafer in the small chalice or directly sipping from the large 
chalice. If you choose not to receive communion, but would like to receive a blessing, please come before 
the clergy with arms crossing your chest. Whatever your choices, God’s abundant grace knows no 
bounds. 

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, and 
otherwise participate in the activities of this community. Please know how grateful we are for your visit. 
Your presence enhances our worship and enriches our communal life.  Thank you. 

Those persons serving our community this morning are:  
8:30 a.m. - LEM/Lector/Acolyte: Jon Missert 
10:00 a.m. – Bishop’s Chaplain: Bob Millikin; Chalice Bearers: John and Becky Pendergast, Drew 
O’Donnell, Pat Patterson; Lectors: Linda Simowitz, Rick Krumel; Psalm and Prayers of the People: 
Raleigh Baker; Acolyte Leader: Jon Ramsey; Altar Guild: Colleen Mulcahy, Jon Ramsey; Greeters: Carol 
Miller, Pat Dubiel; Ushers: Ron and Carole Stoehr, Cathy and Jim Hadden; Counters: Judy Sabine, Julie 
Lynch; Lay Minister of Healing: Jane Pope; Coffee Hour Team: Sharon and Pete Sale 

ALTAR FLOWERS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
The flowers on the pedestal in front of the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God in 
thanksgiving for the Bishop’s Visit and in celebration of all those who were Confirmed 
and Received this morning.  

 WELCOME BISHOP GLOSTER! 
We are delighted to welcome The Rt. Rev. J. Gary Gloster to our community this morning. Bishop Gloster 
is the former Bishop Suffragan (retired) of North Carolina, serving from 1996 to 2007. At the time of his 
election as Bishop Suffragan, Bishop Gloster was in his seventh year serving as the Vicar of the Chapel of 
Christ the King in the underserved and impoverished Optimist Park in Charlotte. Prior to that he served 
for eight years as an associate rector of Christ Church in Charlotte. Throughout his ministry Bishop 
Gloster has consistently called upon the Church to witness to the truth and to give voice to the suffering 
and the neglected. He now makes his home in the mountains of North Carolina and is assisting the 
Diocese in ministry during this time of transition. Please extend a warm St. Patrick’s welcome to Bishop 
Gloster this morning.  

THIS MORNING’S OFFERING 
The undesignated offering this morning is for the Bishop’s discretionary fund. This is used for religious 
and charitable purposes, pastoral emergencies, and ministries that arise in the course of the year.
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THIS WEEK AT SAINT PATRICK’S 
 Monday, April 25  6:30 p.m. Vestry Meeting   Library 
    6:30 p.m. EfM    Youth Room 
 Tuesday, April 26  6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
    7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal   Choir Room 
 Wednesday, April 27 9:15 a.m. Midweek Eucharist  Sanctuary 
    9:45 a.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
    11:40 a.m. Preschool Chapel   Sanctuary 
    5:30 p.m. Meditation Class   Sanctuary 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS



ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY ON MAY 1 
Please join us next Sunday, May 1st as we celebrate the 25th anniversary of St. Patrick’s. We will celebrate 
this momentous occasion with an outdoor service at 10:30 a.m. There will be one service only on this day. 
Following the liturgy, our annual Parish Picnic will be held. Please bring lawn chairs and/or blankets to sit 
on. There will be a small number of chairs set up for those who forget to bring them or require more 
stable seating. In the case of rain the service and picnic will be moved indoors.  

HISPANIC OUTREACH MINISTRY REPORT 
The Hispanic Outreach Ministry team wants to thank all those who participated in and brought food for 
the educational forum last Sunday. Around 65 people attended, with a third of those being community 
neighbors visiting St. Patrick’s for the first time. We feel that this was a wonderful “first step” for this 
outreach ministry. For those that were unable to attend, we have made available excerpts from the film 
that was viewed, as well as other documentation related to this forum through links in the Weekly 
Reminders.  

WHAT HAPPENS AT THE HEALING STATION DURING HOLY COMMUNION? 
We have five duly authorized healing ministers at St. Patrick's.  Each is blessed with the gift of healing 
prayer, a powerful medium whereby God seeks to touch us with His healing presence.  Should you desire 
healing prayer for yourself or for a loved one, please feel free to take a seat at the healing station anytime 
during Holy Communion.  The appointed healing minister will listen to your request and then proceed to 
pray. You also have the option of being anointed with consecrated healing oil.  Please know that all prayer 
requests are kept strictly confidential.  The healing station is located at the back far corner of the 
sanctuary, next to the votive candle prayer station. 

MEDICAL MISSION TRIP TO HAITI 
Give Hope, a non-profit organization is seeking volunteers to join their upcoming medical missionary trip 
to Haiti during October 15-22, 2016 (the June trip has filled up). The medical ministry of Give Hope 
provides support to address acute care issues of the children and staff at the orphanages and to create a 
public health policy and program to help prevent diseases and promote community health. The trip costs 
around $2100. If you are interested in participating, please contact Bill Flannery. If you want to know 
more details about the trip, visit http://givehopeglobal.org/upcoming-trips/. Also, there are 50 orphan 
children in need of sponsorship for education and room and board, through Give Hope. If you would like 
to donate to sponsor an orphan child please go to the same website. A full sponsorship is $1200 or partial 
$600.  

YOUTH NEWS 
Beach Retreat signups are ongoing. Please see Mark Fowler. Also, our Youth have AutoBell carwash 
coupons available for $17 (same price as at the car wash - interior and exterior cleaning included). 
Proceeds benefit the 2017 Pilgrimage. 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and one another  

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
We give thanks to the Lord for the many blessings we receive as members of St. Patrick’s Church. Our 
beautiful Sanctuary, the spiritual vibrancy of our welcoming community, the guidance we receive for our 
spiritual development, the fellowship we of our small group meetings and our wonderfully diverse music 
are just some of the things we give thanks for. In the coming weeks would like to hear more of what 
matters most to our congregation members. The most significant way we will do this will be by personal 
interviews, ideally with all our members participating! 

http://givehopeglobal.org/upcoming-trips/

