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The Word of God 

Processional Hymn: “This is the Day”                                                                            Les Garrett 
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Opening Sentences 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Celebrant 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire: through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Lessons 

A Reading from the Book of Acts  
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” When he had seen the vision, we immediately 
tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 
news to them. We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day 
to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the 
gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to 
the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened 
her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, 
she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my 
home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 67 

1. May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 
  show us the light of his countenance and come to us. 
  
 2. Let your ways be known upon earth, * 
  your saving health among all nations. 
  
 3. Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
  
4. Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations upon earth. 
  
5. Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
  
6. The earth has brought forth her increase; * 
  may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 
  
7. May God give us his blessing, * 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
There was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep 
Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay many 
invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, 
“Do you want to be made well?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into 
the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down 
ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” At once the man was made 
well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                      The Reverend Mark Forbes 
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The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 
Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come.  AMEN. 

The Prayers of the People 

Grant, Almighty God, that all people may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 
reveal your glory in the world. 
Hear us, O God. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, into the ways of justice and peace; together 
may we serve the common good. 
Hear us, O God. 

Give us all a reverence for your creation, that we may steward its resources in a spirit of 
compassion and justice. 
Hear us, O God. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and empower us to love and serve them in the 
humble way of Jesus. 
Hear us, O God. 

Send your comforting and healing presence upon all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.  
Naming those closest to our hearts, we pray for: 

Are there others? 

In your mercy, 
Hear us, O God. 
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We commend to your immeasurable loving-kindness all who have died.  May they radiate your 
glory throughout all eternity.  [Especially we pray for:         ] 
In your mercy, 
Hear us, O God. 

We thank you God for the innumerable blessings and gifts of life; especially giving thanks for 
the birthdays of:  
With grateful hearts, 
We praise you, O God. 

Are there other special occasions of thanksgiving and joy?  

With grateful hearts, 
We praise you, O God. 

Finally, we pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
  
The Priest continues 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
AMEN. 

The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Music                             Randall and Jayne Sprinkle 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer 2 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.   

From before time you made ready the creation.  Your spirit moved over the deep and brought all 
things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.  You 
made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. 

But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, 
you would not forget us.  Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we say: 

Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest 

The Celebrant continues 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.  To deliver us from the power of sin and 
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing 
servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.   

Living among us, Jesus loved us.  He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and 
proclaimed good news to the poor.  He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 
heedless of his call to walk in love.  Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the 
sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.  Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, 
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for 
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living 
sacrifice. 
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Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  Breathe 
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the 
world you have made. 

In the fullness of time bring us, with Patrick and all your saints, from every tribe and language 
and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 Celebrant: Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

Post Communion Prayer 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 
united us with Christ and with one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 
heaven and on earth.  Now send us forth in the power of the Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

The Blessing 
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Recessional Hymn: “I the Lord of Sea and Sky”                                                       Daniel Schutte 

One verse only 
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The Dismissal 
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This Week at Saint Patrick’s 
 Sunday, May 1 5:30 p.m. J2A & Rite 13 Meetings Youth Room 
 Monday, May 2 10:00 a.m. ECW Meeting  Library 
  6:30 p.m. EfM  Youth Room 
 Tuesday, May 3 1:00 p.m. MSK Prep Chefs  Mooresville Soup Kitchen 
  6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer  Sanctuary 
  7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal  Choir Room 
 Wed., May 4 9:15 a.m. Midweek Eucharist Sanctuary 
  9:45 a.m. Centering Prayer  Sanctuary 
  5:30 p.m. Meditation Class  Sanctuary 



Welcome Visitors and Newcomers 
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and 
service. We are here to deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live 
our lives more fully and compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of 
our worship, most importantly by sharing with us in our common meal at God’s Table.   

Regarding communion, please know that gluten free wafers are available upon request. When receiving 
wine, you may choose between dipping your wafer in the small chalice or directly sipping from the large 
chalice. If you choose not to receive communion, but would like to receive a blessing, please come before 
the clergy with arms crossing your chest. Whatever your choices, God’s abundant grace knows no 
bounds. 

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, and 
otherwise participate in the activities of this community. Please know how grateful we are for your visit. 
Your presence enhances our worship and enriches our communal life.  Thank you. 

Those persons serving our community this morning are: 
10:00 a.m. – Chalice Bearers: Ron Gimla, Carol Miller, Elizabeth Chaney, Steve Messick; Acolyte 
Leader: Pat Patterson; Lector: Rick Krumel; Psalm & POP: Linda Bashaw; Altar Guild: John and Rita 
Azali, David and Rosemary Bramigk; Greeters: Ted and Cynthia Kratt; Ushers: Raymond Fulton, Charley 
Patterson, Gordon and Barbra Bryan; Counters: John Azali, Julie Lynch; Lay Minister of Healing: Jane 
Pope; Coffee Hour Team: Peggy and Bob Smith.  

 
ALTAR FLOWERS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

The flowers on the altar today are given in thanks to God for the founding and longtime 
members who created St. Patrick's Mission, and for all who have been blessed to join our 
lives to the unfolding growth of St. Patrick's Episcopal Church in the last quarter century. 
God is love and God is good and God's not done! 

Weekly Announcements 

25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS TODAY 
Today we celebrate the 25th anniversary of St. Patrick’s with an outdoor service at 10:30 a.m. and 
following the liturgy, our annual Parish Picnic. Hopefully you have brought lawn chairs and/or blankets to 
sit on. If you did forget or require more stable seating there will be a number of chairs already set up for 
you to use. In the case of rain the service and picnic will be moved indoors.  

QUIET DAY WITH CANON RHONDA LEE - MAY 14 
Fundamental to Ignation spirituality is the belief that anything and all things can lead us into a deeper 
relationship with God and our neighbor. That’s one reason Jesuits are famous for their variety of pursuits: 
they are linguists, astronomers, screenwriters, medical doctors, and more. The challenge for Christians is 
to enjoy all created things in ways that help, rather than damage our relationships with God and our 
neighbor. Work can be an obsession or a ministry; family can be an idol or a school for practicing love of 
your neighbor. The difference, Ignatius would say, lies in how we “order” our “affections”: do we ground 
all our loves in God? Please join The Reverend Canon Rhonda Lee on Saturday, May 14th from 10 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. for a quiet day of Scripture, prayer and reflection, to do just that. Alternatively, Rhonda 
will be providing a condensed version of the offering during our Rector’s Forum on Sunday the 15th.  
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SOLAS LEIGHIS CONCERT - MAY 8 
Our next Solas Leighis concert features Pat Donohue on Sunday, May 8th at 7:00 p.m. A Grammy winning 
fingerpicker, Pat’s devotion to acoustic guitar has made him an American standard. As a versatile 
guitarist, Pat enjoys entertaining fans with intricate fingerpicking, easy wit, and nimble interpretations of 
old blues, folk, swing, R&B and original tunes. The event includes a wine and cheese reception, so if you 
are planning to attend, please bring a finger food to share. For more details visit our website 
www.welcomestpat.org, or call (704) 663-5659. 

ECW TO MEET TOMORROW MORNING 
There will be a meeting of the Episcopal Church Women (ECW) on Monday, May 2nd beginning at 10:00 
a.m. in the Library. If you have questions, or need transportation, please contact Judy Willingham (704) 
799-9734, or judywillingham@windstream.net. 

ECW FLOWER SALE ON MOTHER’S DAY 
The ECW will host a flower sale on Mother’s Day (Sunday, May 8th). Stop by the table as you leave 
church that morning and purchase a vase of pretty flowers to go to Mom on her special day. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT THE HEALING STATION DURING HOLY COMMUNION? 
We have five duly authorized healing ministers at St. Patrick's.  Each is blessed with the gift of healing 
prayer, a powerful medium whereby God seeks to touch us with His healing presence.  Should you desire 
healing prayer for yourself or for a loved one, please feel free to take a seat at the healing station anytime 
during Holy Communion.  The appointed healing minister will listen to your request and then proceed to 
pray. You also have the option of being anointed with consecrated healing oil.  Please know that all prayer 
requests are kept strictly confidential.  The healing station is located at the back far corner of the 
sanctuary, next to the votive candle prayer station. 

MEDICAL MISSION TRIP TO HAITI 
Give Hope, a non-profit organization is seeking volunteers to join their upcoming medical missionary trip 
to Haiti during October 15-22, 2016 (the June trip has filled up). The medical ministry of Give Hope 
provides support to address acute care issues of the children and staff at the orphanages and to create a 
public health policy and program to help prevent diseases and promote community health. The trip costs 
around $2100. If you are interested in participating, please contact Bill Flannery. If you want to know 
more details about the trip, visit http://givehopeglobal.org/upcoming-trips/. Also, there are 50 orphan 
children in need of sponsorship for education and room and board, through Give Hope. If you would like 
to donate to sponsor an orphan child please go to the same website. A full sponsorship is $1200 or partial 
$600.  

YOUTH NEWS 
Youth Meetings will be held this afternoon from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. for both the J2A and Rite 13 
classes.  Deposits for the Beach Retreat (May 20th- 22nd) were due last Monday but Mark Fowler has 
extended the deadline through this weekend. If you are planning to go, you must sign up with him today. 
In addition, AutoBell coupons benefitting the 2017 Pilgrimage are available now through May 16th.  Cost 
is $17.00, the same as at the car wash (interior and exterior wash). You can purchase these from Mark 
Fowler or from the office during business hours. All 2017 Pilgrims should have 10 tickets 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and one another  

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
Today we give thanks to God for the 25th Anniversary of St. Patrick’s. We give thanks to those who 
founded our church and to those who have sustained it with God’s help through many challenges. We 
pray that we may steward His gift of our church and the land on which it stands, that it may be best 
used for His purposes today, and going forward for tomorrow. 

http://www.welcomestpat.org
mailto:judywillingham@windstream.net
http://givehopeglobal.org/upcoming-trips/

