
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the 
world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

LESSONS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
Joshua 5:9-12 
The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to 
this day. While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the 
month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, 
unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no 
longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
We regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know 
him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his 
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were 
grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this parable: “There was a 
man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong 
to me.’ So he divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a 
distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine 
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of 
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 
were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands 
have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 
your hired hands.’ ” So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, 
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf 
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And 
they began to celebrate. Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music 
and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your 
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. 
His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been 
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat 
so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with 
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
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mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was 
lost and has been found.’ ”  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Psalm 32 

1  Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, * 
 and whose sin is put away! 

2  Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, * 
 and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

3  While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, * 
 because of my groaning all day long. 

4  For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; * 
 my moisture was dried up as in the heat of   
  summer. 

5  Then I acknowledged by sin to you, * 
 and did not conceal my guilt. 

6   I said, “I will confess my transgressions  
 to the Lord,” * 
 Then you forgave me the guilt of my son. 

7  Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to  
 you in time of trouble; * 
 when the great waters overflow, they shall not   
 reach them.  

8   You are my hiding place; your preserve me from trouble; * 
 you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

9  “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that  
 you should go; * 
  I will guide you with my eye.  

10  Do not be like horse or mule, which have no  
  understanding; * 
 who must be fitted with bit and bridle, 
  or else they will not stay near you.” 

11  Great are the tribulations of the wicked; * 
 but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 

12  Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; * 
 shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  
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Welcome to our Visitors and Newcomers 
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and service. We are here to 
deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live our lives more fully and 
compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of our worship, most importantly by 
sharing with us in our common meal at God’s Table.   

Regarding communion, please know that gluten free wafers are available upon request. When receiving wine, you may 
choose between dipping your wafer in the small chalice or directly sipping from the large chalice. If you choose not to 
receive communion, but would like to receive a blessing, please come before the clergy with arms crossing your chest. 
Whatever your choices, God’s abundant grace knows no bounds. 

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, and otherwise participate in 
the activities of this community. Please know how grateful we are for your visit. Your presence enhances our worship and 
enriches our communal life.  Thank you. 

Those persons serving our community this morning: 8:30 a.m. – Bob Millikin 
10:30 a.m. - Chalice Bearers: Ron Gimla, Carol Miller, Elizabeth Chaney, Steve Messick;  Acolyte Leader: Bob 
Millikin; Lectors: Mark Fowler, Ashley Pehan; Psalm & POP: Laurie Smith; Altar Guild: Colleen Mulcahy, Jon 
Ramsey; Lay Minister of Healing: Jessie Banks; Greeters: Carol Miller, Sandy Palmer; Ushers: Peggy and Bob 
Smith; Jan Lamm; Coffee Hour Team: Diana and George Godwin; Counters: Rita Azali, Julie Lynch. 

ALTAR GREENS GIVEN BY THE TURNER FAMILY 
The greens on the pedestal in front of the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God by the 
Turner family. They are given in honor of the Employees of St Patricks and their dedication 
to service to our community.  

2016 LENTEN SERIES - WEEK 4 
The fourth session of this year’s Lenten Series (Rector’s Forums) on “Growing Our Spiritual Life” will be held 
immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service, in the Sanctuary. The series is focusing on God as the gardener of 
our souls, as we will seek out ways to grow into the fullness that God desires for each of us. Facilitated by our 
clergy, the sessions are oriented towards development of individualized plans to assist us in nurturing our faith 
journeys. Though certainly not necessary, weekly participation is encouraged to receive the fullest benefit. 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT PATRICK’S 
 Sunday, March 6   11:45 a.m. Rector’s Forum (Lenten Series)  Sanctuary 
    Noon  YAC (Youth) Meeting   Youth Room 
    5:30 p.m . Rite 13 & J2A Meeting   Youth Room 
 Monday, March 7  10:00 a.m. ECW Meeting    Library  
    6:30 p.m. EfM     Youth Room 
 Tuesday, March 7  1:00 p.m. MSK Prep Chefs    Sanctuary 
    6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer    Sanctuary 
    7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal    Choir Room 
 Wednesday, March 9 9:15 a.m. Midweek Eucharist   Sanctuary 
    9:45 a.m. Centering Prayer    Sanctuary 
    11:40 a.m. Preschool Chapel    Sanctuary 
    5:30 p.m. Meditation Class    Sanctuary 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



                                   CENTERING PRAYER WORKSHOP AT ST. MARTIN’S                                                 
Centering Prayer is a form of Christian Silent Meditation, rooted in the self-emptying love that forms the heart 
of Jesus’ life and teachings. An Introduction to Centering Prayer Workshop will be offered on March 12th, 2016 
at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in Charlotte. For more information, please visit www.copnc.org. 

MARCH MEETING OF THE ECW - TOMORROW MORNING 
The March meeting of the ECW will take place tomorrow morning at 10:00 a.m. in the Church library. If you 
have questions, or need transportation, please contact new ECW President Judy Willingham (704) 799-9734, or 
email her at judywillingham@windstream.net. 

YOUTH MEETINGS TODAY 
There will be a Meeting of the YAC group today (note the special time) following the 10:30 a.m. service. In 
addition, Rite 13 and J2A classes will also meet this afternoon at the regular time of 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Meals will be provided. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and one another  

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
The achievement of our Vision and Mission requires diligent leadership from our Vestry and we give thanks 
to God for the outstanding service of Pete Sale for Outreach Ministry and as Senior Warden, and Mark Stehle 
for Buildings and Grounds. Through their service, a great deal of progress was achieved towards our Vision 
and Mission overall and in their specific areas. We owe many thanks to Pete and Mark and we welcome their 
successors Charlotte Lafon and Bob Smith, who are now the leaders for Outreach and Buildings and Grounds 
respectively.  
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