
COLLECT FOR THE DAY – THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and 
inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

LESSONS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
Exodus 3:1-15A 
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and 
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he 
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great 
sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out 
of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your 
feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the 
Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their 
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them 
up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have 
also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of 
Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I 
will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The 
God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to 
Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” God also 
said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations.”  

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through 
the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the 
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, 
God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. Now these things occurred as 
examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, 
“The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of 
them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were 
destroyed by serpents. And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. These things 
happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have 
come. So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not common to 
everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide 
the way out so that you may be able to endure it.  

Luke 13:1-9 
There were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked 
them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 
No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of 
Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have 
come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, 
‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but 
if not, you can cut it down.’ ”  
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Psalm 63:1–8  

1  O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *  
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,  
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.  

2  Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *  
  that I might behold your power and your glory.  

3  For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *  
  my lips shall give you praise.  

4  So will I bless you as long as I live*  
  and lift up my hands in your Name.  

5  My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *  
  and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,  

6  When I remember you upon my bed, *  
  and meditate on you in the night watches.  

7  For you have been my helper, *  
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.  

8  My soul clings to you; *  
your right hand holds me fast.  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Welcome to our Visitors and Newcomers 
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and service. We are here to 
deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live our lives more fully and 
compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of our worship, most importantly by 
sharing with us in our common meal at God’s Table.   

Regarding communion, please know that gluten free wafers are available upon request. When receiving wine, you may 
choose between dipping your wafer in the small chalice or directly sipping from the large chalice. If you choose not to 
receive communion, but would like to receive a blessing, please come before the clergy with arms crossing your chest. 
Whatever your choices, God’s abundant grace knows no bounds. 

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, and otherwise participate in 
the activities of this community. Please know how grateful we are for your visit. Your presence enhances our worship and 
enriches our communal life.  Thank you. 

Those persons serving our community this morning: 8:30 a.m. – Bob Millikin 
10:30 a.m. - Chalice Bearers: Ron Gimla, Carol Miller, Elizabeth Chaney, Steve Messick;  Acolyte Leader: Bob Millikin; 
Lectors: Mark Fowler, Ashley Pehan; Psalm & POP: Laurie Smith; Altar Guild: Colleen Mulcahy, Jon Ramsey; Lay 
Minister of Healing: Jessie Banks; Greeters: Carol Miller, Sandy Palmer; Ushers: Peggy and Bob Smith; Jan Lamm; 
Coffee Hour Team: Diana and George Godwin; Counters: Rita Azali, Julie Lynch. 

ALTAR GREENS GIVEN BY THE TURNER/WOODS FAMILY 
The greens on the pedestal in front of the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God by Kirk, Tondja, Gilbert 
and Matthew. They are given in honor of our Rector, Mark Forbes’ continued recovery. 

2016 LENTEN SERIES - WEEK 3 
The third session of this year’s Lenten Series (Rector’s Forums) on “Growing Our Spiritual Life” will be held 
immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service, in the Sanctuary. The series is focusing on God as the gardener of our souls, 
as we will seek out ways to grow into the fullness that God desires for each of us. Facilitated by our clergy, the sessions 
are oriented towards development of individualized plans to assist us in nurturing our faith journeys. Though certainly not 
necessary, weekly participation is encouraged to receive the fullest benefit.  

2016 SOLAS LEIGHIS CONCERT SERIES BEGINS TONIGHT 
Our 2016 Solas Leighis concert series kicks off this evening at 7:00 p.m. with an extraordinary performance by Tim and 
Myles Thompson. This father and son duo have been inspiring audiences around the country. Their styles include acoustic 
rock, pop, country, Celtic, jazz and funk. Their musical passion, virtuosity and showmanship culminate in a magical 
performance to remember. This event includes a wine & cheese reception so if you are planning to attend, please bring a 
finger food to share.  For more details, visit our website at www.welcomestpat.org or call 704-663-5659. 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT PATRICK’S 
 Sunday, February 28 11:45 a.m. Rector’s Forum (Lenten Series)  Santuary 
    5:30 p.m. YAC (Youth) Meeting   Youth Room 
    7:00 p.m. Solas Leighis Concert   Sanctuary 
 Monday, February 29 6:30 p.m. EfM     Youth Room 
 Tuesday, March 1  6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer    Sanctuary 
    1:00 p.m. MSK Prep Chefs    Mooresville Soup Kitchen 
    7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal    Choir Room 
 Wednesday, March 2 9:15 a.m. Midweek Eucharist   Sanctuary 
    9:45 a.m. Centering Prayer    Sanctuary 
    11:40 a.m. Preschool Chapel    Sanctuary 
    5:30 p.m. Meditation Class    Sanctuary 
 Thursday, March 3 6:00 p.m. Room in the Inn    Davidson UMC  

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.welcomestpat.org


MARCH MEETING OF THE ECW 
The March meeting of the ECW will take place on Monday, March 7th at 10:00 a.m. in the Church library. If you have 
questions, or need transportation, please contact new ECW President Judy Willingham (704) 799-9734, or email her at 
judywillingham@windstream.net. 

                                    CENTERING PRAYER WORKSHOP AT ST. MARTIN’S                                                 
Centering Prayer is a form of Christian Silent Meditation, rooted in the self-emptying love that forms the heart of Jesus’ 
life and teachings. An Introduction to Centering Prayer Workshop will be offered on March 12th, 2016 at St. Martin’s 
Episcopal Church in Charlotte. For more information, please visit www.copnc.org. 

YOUTH NEWS 
There will be a meeting of the YAC group this evening from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. The meetings are mandatory as preparation 
for Confirmation continues. Also a reminder that the Youth will be hosting Room in the Inn next Thursday, March 3rd. 
Families are needed. Please sign up through the link in the Weekly Reminders, or email Mark Fowler 
mfowler52@icloud.com, and let him know what you will bring and if you or your youth will stay to serve the meal. A 
family is also ended to set up and a person is needed to spend the night if possible. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and one another  

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
This week we give thanks for the start of our new Solas Leighis concert series. The series is a visible and 
welcoming program that reaches out to and beyond our community to enrich people’s lives. It gives great 
opportunities for those outside our membership to become aware of our church, and for us to bring friends 
and family to share in the beauty of St. Patrick’s.  

Prayers for Outgoing, Current and Incoming Vestry Members 

Celebrant and People: 
Gracious God, we give you thanks for the ministries of Pete and Mark.  As members of our vestry, they 
have served your people with spiritual discernment and committed diligence.  In our gratitude, we ask that 
you bless them, keep them, and guide them as they move forward from this ministry.  May their lives 
forever be filled with your grace.  Amen. 
   
Celebrant and People: 
God of wisdom, we give you thanks for Jan, Charlotte, John, Bob, Laurie and John.  They have opened 
their hearts to discern and heed your call to vestry leadership.  Enlighten them with your grace, and guide 
them with your spirit of counsel, that they may lead us into the fulfillment of your vision.  May their 
ministries of leadership be blessed.  Amen.    
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