
 

COLLECT FOR THE DAY – THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them 
again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ 
your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

LESSONS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18  
The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 
great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 
of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But 
the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 
He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. Then he 
said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But he said, “O 
Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat 
three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” He brought him all these and cut them in two, 
laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on the 
carcasses, Abram drove them away. As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 
darkness descended upon him. When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 
passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this 
land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Philippians 3:17—4:1 
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you have in us. For many 
live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is 
destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our 
citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the 
body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all 
things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, my beloved.  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Luke 13:31-35 
Some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” He said to them, “Go and tell 
that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish 
my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed 
outside of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often 
have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, 
your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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Psalm 27  

1.  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? *  
 the Lord is the strength of my life;  
  of whom then shall I be afraid?  

2  When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, *  
it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who  
 stumbled and fell.  

3  Though an army should encamp against me, *  
yet my heart shall not be afraid;  

4  And though war should rise up against me, *  
yet will I put my trust in him.  

5  One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; *  
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days  

    of my life;  

6  To behold the fair beauty of the Lord *  
  and to seek him in his temple.  

7  For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; *  
he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling  
 and set me high upon a rock.  

8  Even now he lifts up my head *  
above my enemies round about me.  

9  Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds  
  of great gladness; *  

I will sing and make music to the Lord.  

10  Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; *  
have mercy on me and answer me.  

11  You speak in my heart and say, “ Seek my face.” *  
Your face, Lord, will I seek.  

12  Hide not your face from me, *  
nor turn away your servant in displeasure.  

13  You have been my helper; cast me not away; *  
do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.  

14  Though my father and my mother forsake me, *  
the Lord will sustain me.  

15  Show me your way, O Lord; *  
lead me on a level path, because of my enemies.  

16  Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, *  
for false witnesses have risen up against me,  

   and also those who speak malice.  

17  What if I had not believed that I should see the 
goodness of the Lord *  

   in the land of the living!  

18  O tarry and await the Lord’s pleasure;  
be strong, and he shall comfort your heart; *  
 wait patiently for the Lord.  
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Welcome to our Visitors and Newcomers 
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and service. We are here to 
deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live our lives more fully and 
compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of our worship, most importantly by 
sharing with us in our common meal at God’s Table.   

Regarding communion, please know that gluten free wafers are available upon request. When receiving wine, you may 
choose between dipping your wafer in the small chalice or directly sipping from the large chalice. If you choose not to 
receive communion, but would like to receive a blessing, please come before the clergy with arms crossing your chest. 
Whatever your choices, God’s abundant grace knows no bounds. 

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, and otherwise participate in 
the activities of this community. Please know how grateful we are for your visit. Your presence enhances our worship and 
enriches our communal life.  Thank you. 

Those persons serving our community this morning: 8:30 a.m. – Ron Gimla 
10:30 a.m. - Chalice Bearers: John and Becky Pendergast, Drew O’Donnell, Pat Patterson;  Acolyte Leader: Wes Bryant; 
Lectors: Pat Patterson, Brent Brower; Psalm & POP: Rita Azali; Altar Guild: Betty Chalker, Martha Jones, Rick Krumel; 
Lay Minister of Healing: Jane Pope; Greeters: Ted and Cynthia Kratt; Ushers: Dave and Dale Addington, Don and 
Carolyn Rogers; Coffee Hour Team: Gail and Page Connelly; Counters: Jan Krumel, Julie Lynch. 

ALTAR GREENS GIVEN BY MICHELLE DARBY 
The greens on the pedestal in front of the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God by Michelle Darby. They 
are given in honor of her fiancé Nick Nelson’s birthday on February 26. 

2016 LENTEN SERIES - WEEK 2 
The second session of this year’s Lenten Series (Rector’s Forums) on “Growing Our Spiritual Life” will be held 
immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service, in the Sanctuary. The series is focusing on God as the gardener of 
our souls, as we will seek out ways to grow into the fullness that God desires for each of us. Facilitated by our 
clergy, the sessions are oriented towards development of individualized plans to assist us in nurturing our faith 
journeys. Though certainly not necessary, weekly participation is encouraged to receive the fullest benefit.  

HOME LENTEN SERIES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS 
For those unable to participate in the Lenten Rector's Forums held on Sundays, a simplified home version of the 
Lenten study is available.  Simply subscribe to the free video series at www.SSJE.org/growrule.  You will 
receive daily e-mails with a mobile ready video and reflection question.  Optional study guides can be requested 
via Beryl Frey in the church office, or downloaded directly from the SSJE website.  Groups meeting once a 
week will want to review the preceding week's daily video sessions in consultation with the study guide. 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT PATRICK’S 
 Sunday, February 21  Noon  Lenten Series   Sanctuary 
 Monday, February 22  6:30 p.m. Vestry Meeting   Library   
     6:30 p.m. EfM    Youth Room 
 Tuesday, February 23  6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
     7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal   Choir Room 
 Wednesday, February 24  9:15 a.m. Midweek Eucharist  Sanctuary 
     9:45 a.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary  
     11:40 a.m. Preschool Chapel   Sanctuary 
     5:30 p.m. Meditation Class   Sanctuary 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.ssje.org/growrule


2016 SOLAS LEIGHIS CONCERT SERIES BEGINS ON FEBRUARY 28 
Our 2016 Solas Leighis concert series kicks off on Sunday, February 28th, at 7:00 p.m. with an extraordinary 
performance by Tim and Myles Thompson. This father and son duo have been inspiring audiences around the 
country. Their styles include acoustic rock, pop, country, Celtic, jazz and funk. Their musical passion, virtuosity 
and showmanship culminate in a magical performance to remember. This event includes a wine & cheese 
reception so if you are planning to attend, please bring a finger food to share.  For more details, visit our website 
at www.welcomestpat.org or call 704-663-5659. 

                                    CENTERING PRAYER WORKSHOP AT ST. MARTIN’S                                                 
Centering Prayer is a form of Christian Silent Meditation, rooted in the self-emptying love that forms the heart 
of Jesus’ life and teachings. An Introduction to Centering Prayer Workshop will be offered on March 12th, 2016 
at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in Charlotte. For more information please visit www.copnc.org. 

YOUTH NEWS 
Thank you to the few families that turned out for the Pancake Supper. We served 40 plates of pancakes with 
sides and cleared $62 for our scholarship fund. The event was a great opportunity to gather as a community and 
enjoy fellowship time outside of Sunday worship while supporting our youth program. The youth who served 
had a great time and we thank the parents who helped cook and clean up. Our Youth Director will be away this 
weekend for a Sabbath Retreat but the scheduled Rite 13 and J2A Youth Meetings will still be held on Sunday, 
February 21st from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Please plan on attending these as they are important in developing 
Christian relationships among our youth. Lastly, a reminder to youth families that we will be serving at Room in 
the Inn on Thursday, March 3rd. Please sign up via the link in the Weekly Reminders, or speak with Mark 
Fowler.  

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and one another  

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
We are called to be a spiritually vibrant community that fosters diverse opportunities for spiritual education. 
At this time we give thanks to God for our Lenten Study Series. Facilitated by our Clergy, this provides a 
transformative opportunity for “Growing Our Spiritual Life” as we seek ways to grow into the fullness that 
God desires for each of us. 
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