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The Word of God 
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The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and holy Spirit 
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Celebrant and People 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Gloria  S-280 Found in the Hymnal 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this 
light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Lessons 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as 
the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake 
I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like 
the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all 
the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your 
God. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 147:13-21 

 13. Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 
  praise your God, O Zion; 

 14. For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
  he has blessed your children within you. 

 15. He has established peace on your borders; * 
  he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

 16. He sends out his command to the earth, * 
  and his word runs very swiftly. 

 17. He gives snow like wool; * 
  he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

 18. He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
  who can stand against his cold? 

 19. He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
  he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

 20. He declares his word to Jacob, * 
  his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

 21. He has not done so to any other nation; * 
  to them he has not revealed his judgments. 
  Hallelujah! 
           
A Reading for the Letter of Paul to the Galatians 
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 
revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. But 
when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in 
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                                                 In dulci jubilo 
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The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified 
to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.’ ”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law 
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                                                                    The Reverend Mark S. Forbes 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 
Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Grant, Almighty God, that all people may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 
reveal your glory in the world. 
Hear us, O God. 
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Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, into the ways of justice and peace; together 
may we serve the common good. 
Hear us, O God.  

Give us all a reverence for your creation, that we may steward its resources in a spirit of 
compassion and justice. 
Hear us, O God. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and empower us to love and serve them in the 
humble way of Jesus. 
Hear us, O God. 

Send your comforting and healing presence upon all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.  
Naming those closest to our hearts, we pray for: 

Are there others? 

In your mercy, 
Hear us, O God. 

We commend to your immeasurable loving-kindness all who have died.  May they radiate your 
glory throughout all eternity.  [Especially we pray for:         ] 
In your mercy, 
Hear us, O God. 

We thank you God for the innumerable blessings and gifts of life; for those dear to our hearts; for 
love, kindness, sympathy, and good will. 
With grateful hearts, 
We praise you, O God. 

For the work we are enabled to do, and the truth we are able to learn; for whatever good there 
has been in our past lives, and for all the hopes and aspirations which lead us toward better 
things. 
With grateful hearts, 
We praise you, O God. 

We celebrate and give thanks for the birthdays this week of: 

Are there other special occasions of thanksgiving and joy?  

With grateful hearts, 
We praise you, O God. 
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Finally, we pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
                          
The Priest continues 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
AMEN. 

The Peace               

Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Anthem:                              Sung by the choir 

The Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him all creatures here below 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B               

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
The Celebrant continues 
It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

The Celebrant says the appointed Preface 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.   

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with Patrick and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head 
of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
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By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer     
                                                         
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Fraction:  

Celebrant: Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

All are welcome to receive God’s grace  
through the reception of Bread and Wine. 
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Communion Hymn: “What Child Is This”                                                   Greensleeves 
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Post Communion Prayer                                                   
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 

The Blessing  

Priest: The Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be upon 
you and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 

Recessional Hymn: “Go Tell It On The Mountain”                              Go Tell It On The Mountain 

 

!  11



 

Welcome to our Visitors and Newcomers 
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and 
service. We are here to deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live 
our lives more fully and compassionately. Please know that you are invited to fully participate in all 
aspects of our worship, most importantly by sharing with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion.   

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, participate 
in the activities of this community. We invite you to return again next week for Eucharist at 8:30 or 10:30 
a.m.  Please be aware that we offer a nursery for children ages three and under. The nursery is located at 
the very end of the education wing on the right-hand side of the hallway. 

In this community of faith, all persons regardless of their religious affiliation are invited to join our 
fellowship in the sharing of the Holy Communion.  There are three ways to receive the Bread and the 
Wine: The Bread followed by the Common Cup (Chalice); the Bread only with arms folded over the chest 
afterwards; or by intinction (dipping of the bread into the Chalice).  If you do not want to receive the 
Bread or Wine, you may also come forward and receive a blessing from the clergy.  You are welcome at 
God’s Table. 

Those persons serving our community: 
8:30 a.m. – LEM/Acolyte: Jon Ramsey 
10:30 a.m. – Chalice Bearers: Greg Smith, Bob Millikin; Lectors:David Bramigk, Pat Patterson; Acolyte 
Leader: Jon Ramsey; Psalm & POP: Linda Bashaw; Greeters: Carol Miller, Eileen and Tony Kenter;  
Ushers: Ray Fulton, Charley Patterson, Gordon and Barbra Bryan; Altar Guild: Colleen Mulcahy, Jon 
Ramsey; Lay Minister of Healing: Rita Azali; Coffee Hour Team: Gaby and Ray Fulton; Counters: Roger 
Jenkins, Julie Lynch. 
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
                     

2016 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 
Our pledge campaign for 2016 is soon coming to a close. Thank you to those who have already made 
their faithful commitment. At time of writing we have reached 72% of our financial goal and 50% of 
households have committed. As we celebrate and remember God's greatest gift to us this Christmas, 
please consider giving back to Him through support of his church in the coming year. Your pledge will 
bless this faith community and touch many lives.  

DONATING STOCKS OR OTHER ASSETS 
Did you know that you can donate gifts of property and assets such as stock as part of your pledge or as a 
one-time gift to our church? As there may be potential tax benefits from such a donation, we recommend 
you check these in advance with your tax adviser. If you need more information or have questions please 
contact Julie Lynch in the Finance Office. 

VISION & MISSION UPDATE – JANUARY 10 
On Sunday 10th January, we will hold our first monthly Vestry Forum for the New Year. At this point it is 
timely to discuss the progress we have made so far with our Vision and Mission and our areas for focus 
going forward. As usual, it will be held in the Sanctuary immediately after the 10:30 a.m. service that day. 
Please plan to join us.  

VESTRY ELECTIONS UPCOMING 
The Annual Meeting of the Parish will be held on Sunday, February 7th. During the meeting we will elect 
three persons to serve on the Vestry. The three leaders who are due to roll off are: Pete Sale (Outreach), 
Laurie Smith (Communications) and Mark Stehle (Buildings & Grounds). Pete has served two 
consecutive terms and is not eligible for re-election. Laurie and Mark are eligible for re-election in 2016. 
Laurie will be seeking re-election, Mark will not. If you feel called to serve in one of these ministries for a 
two-year term on the Vestry, speak with one of the Wardens (Pete Sale or John Syme), or any member of 
the Vestry. You must declare your interest by January 8th. 
                                                   
                                                        

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and one another  

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
As this year moves to an end and a new one begins, we give thanks for all the blessings that we 
received from God, knowing that his greatest blessing was the gift of Jesus and thence the 
opportunity to joyfully participate in his loving presence. We give thanks not only for what we 
have received but also for what we have given, in terms of time, talents and abundance to further 
the Mission of our Church.   
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THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS: WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO 

A timely reminder of why we worship in a ‘circular’ seating arrangement 
Christmas and Epiphany celebrate the Incarnation, God’s living presence in the world.  In the 
person of Jesus, God lived amongst us.  In the interior of our hearts, Christ remains present, 
seeking to break ever more fully into our awareness.  These are both important aspects of the 
Incarnation.  In our worship we sit encircling the altar, the sacramental symbol for God’s living 
presence.  By doing so we remind ourselves that God resides in the midst of us.  ‘Emmanuel’: 
God with us.  Additionally, we face one another.  For it is in one another’s faces that we most 
powerfully witness to the incarnate Christ.   

Why are we using Eucharistic Prayer B during the seasons of Advent and Christmas? 
The Christmas Season celebrates the Incarnation.  We pray Eucharistic Prayer B because it 
places a strong theological emphasis upon this Divine mystery.  Additionally, by providing a 
sweeping scriptural history of God’s activity culminating in the Christ event, it reminds us of 
God’s ceaseless activity throughout all of history…even unto today. 

Why do we pass the peace? 
Passing the peace is an essential element of our liturgy.  The ritual allows us to prayerfully 
extend a wish for the presence of God’s peace in one another’s lives.  It is a symbolic reminder to 
release all of our grievances in life, to forgive and love everyone unconditionally.  The peace is 
an important preparatory act to receive God’s eucharistic grace. 
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