
!  
THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                           October 4, 2015 

The Word of God 

Prelude  
Processional Hymn: “Morning Has Broken”                                                                     Bunessan 
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The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Saying together 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Collect for the Day 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of 
this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your 
whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Psalm 148:1-13 

1. Hallelujah!  
Praise the Lord from the heavens; * 

  praise him in the heights. 

2. Praise him, all you angels of his; * 
praise him, all his host. 

3. Praise him, sun and moon; * 
praise him, all you shining stars. 

4. Praise him, heaven of heavens, * 
and you waters above the heavens. 

5. Let them praise the Name of the Lord; * 
for he commanded, and they were created. 

6. He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * 
he gave them a law which shall not pass away. 

7. Praise the Lord from the earth, * 
you sea-monsters and all deeps; 

8. Fire and hail, snow and fog, * 
tempestuous wind, doing his will; 
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9. Mountains and all hills, * 
fruit trees and all cedars; 

10. Wild beasts, and all cattle, * 
creeping things and winged birds; 

11. Kings of the earth and all peoples, * 
princes and all rulers of the world; 

12. Young men and maidens, * 
old and young together. 

13. Let them praise the Name of the Lord, * 
for his Name only is exalted, 
his splendor is over earth and heaven.  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 
all his glory was not clothed like one of these.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily                The Reverend Mark Forbes

The Peace

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 
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The Holy Communion 

Offertory Music Sung by The Shamrocks - please sing along! 
                                             To the tune of “Mary Had A Little Lamb” 

We bring our pets to church today, church today, church today 
We bring our pets to church today because we love them so. 

Father Mark will say a prayer, say a prayer, say a prayer 
Father Mark will say a prayer because we love them so. 

Dogs and cats and parakeets, parakeets, parakeets 
Dogs and cats and parakeets because we love them so. 

Labradors and guinea pigs, guinea pigs, guinea pigs 
Labradors and guinea pigs because we love them so. 

Saint Francis helps us care for them, care for them, care for them 
Saint Francis helps us care for them because we love them so. 

All the people love their pets, love their pets, love their pets 
All the people love their pets, yes they love them so. 

Jesus gave our pets to us, pets to us, pets to us 
Jesus gave our pets to us because he loves us so.  

The Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him all creatures here below 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant continues 
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It is indeed a right, and good, and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
And therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels, and all the company 
of heaven who forever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
 Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest. 

In the fullness of time, and out of your love for us, you sent your only beloved son, Jesus Christ, 
to provide a way for our salvation. 

On the night before his death, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke the bread, and then gave it to 
his friends, saying: “Take, eat:  this is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and then gave it to his friends, saying: 
“Drink this, all of you.  This is my blood of the new covenant, shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

We pray now, dear Lord, to send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and this wine.  May all of us 
who eat this bread and drink this wine be filled with your grace and love.  Likewise, may the 
yearning hearts of all creation receive your blessing. 

And now, as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Fraction 

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
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The Communion and Blessing of the Animals 

 

 

Concluding Prayer 
The prayer below is from Pope Francis’ recent encyclical letter entitled “on care for our 
common home” 

All powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, 
harming no one. O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this 
earth, so precious in your eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and 
not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. Touch the hearts of 
those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. Teach us to discover the 
worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to recognize that we are 
profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. We thank you 
for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace. 
Amen.  

Postlude 
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Welcome to our Visitors and Newcomers 
We are happy to have you with us. This service is part of our ongoing life of worship, learning and service. We are 
here to deepen our relationship with God and with one another, and to explore how to live our lives more fully and 
compassionately. Please know that you are invited to participate in all aspects of our worship, most importantly by 
sharing with us in our common meal at God’s Table.   

Regarding communion, please know that gluten free wafers are available upon request.  When receiving wine, you 
may choose between dipping your wafer in the small chalice or direct sipping from the large chalice.  If you choose 
not to receive communion, but would like to receive a blessing, please come before the clergy with arms crossing 
your chest.  Whatever your choices, God’s abundant grace knows no bounds. 

Please be aware that during the 10:30 a.m. service we offer a nursery for children ages three and under, and a 
Children’s Chapel for ages 4 through fifth grade. The nursery and Children’s Chapel are located just down the 
hallway in the education wing.  Alternatively, children are always welcome in the sanctuary.   

We invite you to continue the journey with us; ask questions, attend our educational offerings, and otherwise 
participate in the activities of this community.  Please know how grateful we are for your visit.  Your presence 
enhances our worship and enriches our communal life.  Thank you. 

Those persons serving our community this morning:  
8:30 - Acolyte/Lector/LEM: Bob Millikin 
10:30 a.m. - Chalice Bearers: Raleigh Baker, Linda Simowitz; Lector: Rita Azali; Acolyte Leader: Linda 
Simowitz; Altar Guild: John and Rita Azali, David and Rosemary Bramigk; Lay Minister of Healing: 
Linda Bondurant; Ushers: Ray Fulton, Charley Patterson, Gordon and Barbra Bryan; Greeters: Carol 
Miller, Barbra and Gordon Bryan; Counters: Jan Krumel, Julie Lynch; Coffee Hour Team: Sandra Hoyt, 
Hazel McCrone.  

              

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

         WEEKLY TEACHING AND MEDITATION - EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING 
Meditation centers the soul, calms the mind, reduces stress, and provides a myriad of other well 
documented health benefits. Additionally, and more importantly, it is a deep and transformative 
type of prayer. Having practiced both Eastern and Western forms of meditation for over two 
decades, our rector Mark Forbes is now offering a weekly teaching and meditation opportunity 
designed to gently introduce a meditation practice into your life. Informal weekly teachings, 
including Q&A are offered every Wednesday evening in the Sanctuary from 5:30 to 6:00 pm. A 
silent meditation period of twenty-five minutes commences at 6:00 pm. All are welcome to 
attend either or both components of this offering. 

!  7

THIS WEEK AT SAINT PATRICK’S 
 Sunday, October 4 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study   Youth Room 
    Noon  J2A & Rite 13 Meeting   Youth Room 
 Monday, October 5 10:00 a.m. ECW Meeting    Library 
    6:30 p.m. EfM     Youth Room 
 Tuesday, October 6 6:00 p.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
    7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal    Choir Room 
 Wednesday, October 7 9:15 a.m. Midweek Eucharist   Sanctuary 
    9:45 a.m. Centering Prayer   Sanctuary 
    11:40 a.m. Preschool Chapel   Sanctuary 
    5:30 p.m. Meditation Class   Sanctuary 



SPIRITUAL REFRESHER DAY - OCTOBER 10 
Syncing with our seasonal theological theme of hospitality, Mark Forbes will be offering a 
Spiritual Refresher Day on Saturday, October 10, which will be oriented towards the cultivation 
of hospitality as a spiritual practice. The day will include short teachings, opportunities for 
practice, lunch and periods of silent reflection. We will begin at 10 am and end at 2 pm. Though 
registration is not required, please consider letting the church office know if you plan on 
attending. This will assist us with lunch preparations. There is no cost for the day.  

ECW TO MEET TOMORROW MORNING 
The October meeting of the ECW will be held tomorrow morning (Monday, October 5th) at 10 
am in the Library. Bites and Books is coming up on November 14th and this meeting will focus 
on preparations for the event. ECW is in need of book donations. Contact Ann Farr (704) 
360-2216 or annfarr41@yahoo.com for more information.  

A TASTE OF WINE WAS A GREAT SUCCESS! 
A big thank you to all who helped and attended “A Taste of Wine” on September 25th. Despite 
the rainy evening, over $2,000 was raised for the Mooresville Christian Mission! 

YOUTH MEETINGS AND FUTURE REMINDERS 
Youth Meetings for the J2A and Rite 13 classes will be held on October 4 and October 18 
following the 10:30 am service. The October YAC meeting has been moved to Sunday, October 
11th at 5:30 pm. Mark your calendars for the Summer Mission Trip which is scheduled for June 
25 to July 2nd. This is for rising 9-12 graders. Episcopal Outreach Camp for rising 6-8th graders 
will be July 24-27. Make your summer vacation plans accordingly, so your youth can participate 
in these important outreach program.  

NO CHILDREN’S CHAPEL OR NURSERY OFFERED THIS MORNING 
Due to the Blessing of the Animals service this morning, there will be no Children’s Chapel or 
Nursery care offered this morning. However, the Shamrocks (kindergarten through 5th grade) 
will perform during the offertory at this morning’s service.  
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspiring and cultivating sacred connections with God and one another  

as we embrace diversity of spiritual thought, practice and being. 

Inspire-Connect-Embrace-Share 

PULSE OF VISION AND MISSION 
On this day of our annual blessing of the animals, we are reminded how close the lives of 
companion animals are to the way we should live our lives acting the teachings of Jesus. 
Always ready to love, give and forgive and where needed to protect, help and guide, in many 
ways they live exemplary lives that we can only learn from.  

mailto:annfarr41@yahoo.com

